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PREFACE. “— 


Tue fifth volume of a series conducted by the same editor, on the 
same principles, and in the same circumstances, scarcely requires a 
preface. Abundant opportunity has been afforded to judge how far 
the execution of the work corresponds with its design. 


In introducing his first volume, the editor avowed some opinions, 
the accuracy of which has been partially tested. ‘‘ The practical 
importance,” he said, “‘of that divine institution by our views of which 
we are distinguished from our brethren of other denominations, is 
“becoming increasingly apparent. Passing events are unfolding to 
intelligent observers its intimate connexion with the purity of the 
churches, the personality of religion, and the overthrow of anti- 
christian systems.” This opinion he retains; and he believes there is 
among baptists a growing conviction of its truth. Meanwhile the 
“seasons are advancing. That portion of our protestant countrymen 
who were farthest from us have receded still farther, and it is increas- 
ingly apparent that their tendency is towards Rome. Our numbers 
have been in the mean time augmenting; and, among evangelical 
dissenters, we strongly suspect that many are drawing nearer to us in 
opinion unconsciously. Operations passing in the mind are sometimes 
more discernible to another than to him by whom they are experienced ; 
and we cannot help thinking that the excitement which some of our 
pedobaptist contemporaries evince, when referring to the subject of 
baptism, is connected, more closely than they are themselves aware, 
with a perception of the force of our arguments, and the difficulty of 
proving the divine authority of infant sprinkling to the entire satis- 
faction of their connexions. Their mode of treating the subject 
evinces uneasiness. We may not live to see the consummation, but 
we believe that professed Christians are rapidly dividing into two 
classes—Roman Catholics and Baptists. 


The responsibility devolving upon the existing generation of bap- 
tists is therefore great ; and we feel that it is important, while we 
remain firmly at our post, to take care that our weapons are all 


be PREFACE. 


spiritual, and that there is nothing in our temper or conduct to alienate 
our brethren, or, especially, to displease Him in whose canise we are 
engaged. If our principles are, as we believe, more scriptural and 
beneficial than those of others, it becomes us to exhibit a corresponding 
superiority in our spirit and demeanour. We desire to maintain a 
vigilant care, in nothing to detract from the reputation of holy, 
upright, devoted men, who are serving Christ as conscientiously as 
ourselves, or from the credit due to their self-denying and effective 
labours. Publications proceeding from their pens, which are adapted 
to subserve the interests of truth, we hail with pleasure ; and would 
scrupulously mete out to them the full measure of commendation 
which they deserve. If they are in error in some particulars, we can- 
not forget that that error was shared by men whose sufferings and 
labours in former ages were productive of unspeakable advantage to 
the universal church. When we reflect on the benefit we have de- 
rived from eminent theologians of former centuries, many of whom 
remained to their death in those views of baptism in which they had 
been brought up, though in other respects they had advanced beyond 
their contemporaries, we feel that we are under deep obligations to 
pedobaptists. Living pedobaptists also are bright examples of Chris- 
tian excellence ; we esteem and respect them; and we cannot say to 
them, ““We have no need of you.” Justice, candour, and fraternal 
love, are due to them at all.times. For the error to which they cling 
we have however no affection, no tenderness ; it is a plant that our 
heavenly Father hath not planted; a root of bitterness which we 
account it a duty and an honour to assist in plucking up. Without it, 
the initiatory service in every Christian’s course would have been, like 
those that follow it, an act of voluntary obedience ; without it, the 
Christian church would have been preserved from the paralyzing 
influence of thousands who would never have entered it of their own 
accord, but who, being brought in by the act of others, retain the form 
of godliness but repress its influence ; without it, a national church 
would have been an impossibility. 


These are the principles on which the Baptist Magazine is at pre- 


sent conducted : let those who recognize their truth and importance 
give it their support. 


WiLiiAmM GRosER. 


London, Nov. 25, 1842. 
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. MILES ODDY, OF HAWORTH, YORKSHIRE. 


BY THE REY. WILLIAM FAWCETT. 


Mizzs Oppy was born in the month of 
February, 1756, near Shipley, in the 
parish of Bradford, Yorkshire. His pa- 
rents were in humble circumstances, and 
accustomed to attend the baptist meet- 
ing house in that village. Miles, their 
son, was, in tender years, put to manual 
labour, and thereby necessarily deprived 
of opportunities of regular instruction in 
‘the common branches of learning. He 
was, however, trained up from infancy 
to a regular attendance on the public 
ordinances of religion. This, even in 
his youthful years, he esteemed a great 
ptivilege, and powerful impressions were 
made on his mind. The sinful propen- 
sities of his nature were restrained ; con- 
victions of the evil of sin, and of the 
painful consequences in which it must 
inevitably result, were again and again 
revived ; so that he could not give the 
reins to his youthful passions, nor enter 
on a career of open rebellion and avowed 
unbelief. Though, in subsequent years, 
he did not consider himself as having 
experienced at this timea decisive change 
of heart, yet he was conscious of a great 
regard for religion, and a desire that at 
some future period he might be a Chris- 
tian. 
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It was in the eighteenth or nineteenth 
year of his age, that a radical transforma- 
tion of his heart and character was de~ 
veloped. In describing this crisis of his 
religious history, he said that the truths 
of holy scripture were presented to his 
mind in an extremely vivid and clear 
light. The immaculate purity and rec- 
titude of the Divine Being, the malignity 
and depravity of the human heart, and 
especially of his own, were so unveiled, 
that he was convinced his situation and 
character as a sinner claimed his utmost 
anxiety and care. His conscience was 
aroused ; his mind intensely engaged in 
the inquiry, “ What must I do to be 
saved?” And yet, he would say, there’ 
was no appalling terror, no despair; he 
had such apprehensions of the divine 
mercy as sustained him amidst his most 
distressing fears. Like many young in- 
quirers in similar circumstances, he could 
not understand how mercy could be dis- 
pensed to him, in consistency with the 
infinite righteousness and rectitude which 
he now acknowledged to be essential at- 
tributes of the divine nature. He be- 
lieved that God must be glorified in his 
salvation, and it seemed essential to his 
own happiness that this should be the case, 
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From this time he attended on the 
means of religious instruction, and ‘read 
the word of God, with altered views and 
feelings. “I heard,” he remarks, “as 
one who expected to appear before my 
righteous Judge, and with an earnest de- 
sire to understand and obey the will of 
God.” While thus waiting on the Divine 
Being in his appointed ordinances, the 
method of reconciliation which he has 
provided and exhibited to mankind, 
through the atonement and obedience of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, was understood 
and cordially received by this youthful 
In the sacrifice of the Re- 
deemer his most anxious inquiries met 
with a solution. Here he found a sub- 
stantial basis of hope—motives to peni- 
tence, love, and Christian obedience. 
The Saviour claimed and won his heart. 
He perceived where the strength and 
resources of a pardoned sinner were de- 
posited. United by faith to the Son of 
God, he had the secret of obtaining the 
victory over all his spiritual adversaries, 
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and of securing whatever was requisite 
for his perfect and eternal salvation. He 
went on his way rejoicing. 

The church at Shipley was at this 
time under the pastoral care of Mr. G. 
Haynes, a worthy and excellent man, to 
whose ministrations of divine truth Mr. 
Oddy was greatly indebted, and by 
whom he was baptized and introduced 
to the Christian society over which he 
presided. Deeply commiserating the 
unhappy condition of the unconyerted, 
experiencing in a high degree the peace 
of conscience and other inestimable ad- 
vantages resulting from true piety, and 
fully assured that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ presents the only antidote to the 
miseries and vices of our fallen nature, 
the reader will not be surprised to learn 
that this pious youth cherished a desire 
to become a minister of divine truth. 
His deep-toned piety, steady and consist- 
ent deportment, ardour in the pursuit of 
divine knowledge, and general maturity 
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of character, had not escaped the notice 
of his Christian brethren ; and the 
church ultimately gave him their sane- 
tion and gpproval as a candidate for the 
public ministration of the gospel. 

The late Dr. Fawcett, pastor of the 
church at Hebden Bridge, and then resi- 
dent at Brearley Hall, undertook the su- 
perintendence of the studies of indivi- 
duals recommended by the respective 
communities to which they belonged, as 
gifted by the Head of the church for the 
sacred work. It was, if I am correctly 
informed, in the year 1783, that Mr. 
Oddy was placed under the care of this 
tutor. I have no definite information as 
to the extent of his acquirements, but 
his virtuous and consistent character, his 
exemplary piety, his ardent admiration 
and study of our most distinguished the- 
ological writers, haye been left on re- 
cord. He never recurred to this period 
of life in intercourse with his friends, 
without expressing his gratitude to the 
Divine Being for the privileges with 
which he was favoured. His time was 
profitably employed. He acquired a 
more extensive acquaintance with man- 
kind. He saw in his tutor a model of 
the Christian and pastoral character ; 
and it was easy for those who were ac- 
quainted with both parties, to recognize 
in Mr. Oddy the effects of this associa- 
tion on his habits and deportment in 
subsequent life. 

The baptist church at Haworth, which 
had been for many years favoured with 
the valuable ministry of the Rey. James 
Hartley, being destitute of a pastor, gave 
a unanimous invitation to the subject of 
this memoir to assume the pastorate. 
At the termination of his studies, in the 
year 1785, he removed to this sphere of 
labour, with the express sanction, and in 
compliance with the advice of his tutor, 
and other ministers of the denomination. 
The meeting-house in which the church 
assembled was small, and situated in a 
remote and exposed locality, bordering 
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on the mountainous district dividing the 
counties of York and Lancaster. In 
the same village, Grimshaw, the associ- 
ate of Whitefield and the Wesleys, en- 
tering into the spirit of apostles and 
martyrs, had, with burning zeal, warned 
the ungodly to flee from the wrath to 
come. He sought literally to preach 
the gospel from house to house, to every 
creature in his parish ; and the fruits of 
these self-denying and benevolent efforts 
were a general awakening and the con- 
version of multitudes to God. 

The baptist church consisting princi- 
pally of individuals aroused to a concern 
for their spiritual interests, by the fervid 
appeals and unremitting exertions of 
this apostolical minister, had the high 
privilege of enjoying the ministry of Mr. 
Hartley, who was in all respects admir- 
ably qualified to promote the improve- 
ment of these youthful disciples. Calm 
in his temperament, discriminating in 
his views of divine truth, singularly pru- 
dent and discreet in the conduct of af- 
fairs, profoundly acquainted with the 
human heart and the oracles of heaven, 
he was wise to win souls to practical 
piety and personal holiness. At the ter- 
mination of his ministry his congregation 
contained a number of pious persons, 
who may be described as “ first fruits to 
God and the Lamb,” the fairest fruits of 
that spiritual culture which had been 
expended on this once neglected dis- 
trict ; individuals who stood forth as 
characterized by enlightened piety, and 
the best and purest evidences of genuine 
Christianity. On this interesting charge 
Mr. Oddy entered with pleasing pros- 
pects of comfort and usefulness. During 
the first year of his residence he married 
Miss Sarah Bland, a worthy person, but 
of delicate health, and removed by con- 
sumption four years after their union. 
A son survived, in whose welfare the 
subject of this memoir was deeply inter- 
ested. He, too, faded like a flower, 
and fell a victim to the malady which 


‘a protracted age. 


had removed his mother; and thus pe- 
rished all the pleasing and fond antici- 
pations of his parent. But the sorrow 


| excited by this afflictive event, was most 


effectually allayed by satisfactory evi- 
dence of his meetness for the inheritance 
of the saints in light; and I recollect, 
with deep interest, the mingled feelings 
of satisfaction and grief—Christian hope 
brightening the tender regrets of the pa- 
rental heart—elicited while the bereaved. 
father spoke of this mournful loss. 

A few years subsequent to the remo- 
val of his first wife, he was directed to 
enter on the same relation with a most 
exemplary individual, Mrs. Thornton of 
Bradford; who, for more than thirty 
years, was the associate of his joys and 
sorrows. To his son, while living, she 
was all that could be desired in the ma- 
ternal relation. She rendered home to 
her husband a scene of order, placid 
enjoyment, and intimate delight. Her 
temper was singularly amiable, and her 
demeanour to all affable and obliging. 
She was literally a peace-maker, and 
saw every thing through the medium of 
that charity which covers a multitude of 
sins. If an observer marked a failing, it 
was the extreme solicitude and tender- 
ness with whieh she provided for the 
comfort of her husband. 

Mr. Oddy’s pastoral career, though 
extending over a period of forty-five 
years, was diversified by few remarkable 
incidents. He pursued a uniform course, 
steadily adhering to his principles, pre- 
serving the attachment of his friends, 
and his health and capacity for labour, to 
It was, in the review 
of life, a matter of regret to himself that 
he had not received more numerous ac- 
cessions to the church from the uncon- 
verted ; but he was favoured until near 
the close of his ministry with a happy 
exemption from those bitter sources of 
anguish, which occasionally arise in con- 
ducting the affairs of a Christian church. 

Some years previous to his resignation, 
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several individuals in his church and 
congregation withdrew from his minis- 
try. A distinct and separate society 
was formed, a meeting-house erected, 
and active efforts made for the further- 
ance of the gospel. With this move- 
ment our departed friend did not sym- 
pathize, and his brethren in the ministry 
and other Christian connexions differing 
generally with him in his views on this 
point, unhappy and painful feelings were 
excited in his mind ; and, after labour- 
ing for some time in conjunction with 
the Rey. John Winterbotham as his as- 
sistant in the ministry, he removed his 
residence from the village with which he 
had been so long associated, and spent 
the evening of his days in Bingley, a 
small town in the same county. He 
had so far husbanded his resources, by 
strict economy and exemption from 
many charges incident to other pastors, 
that, after making every requisite provi- 
sion for his own wants and comforts, he 
found himself in circumstances to ad- 
minister relief to the necessitous. Con- 
tinuing the occasional exercise of his 
ministry, he enjoyed a green and unu- 
sually vigorous old age. During the 
last two years, it became eyident to him- 
self and others, that the final crisis was 
approaching ; by repeated attacks of in- 
disposition the vital functions were de- 
bilitated. I saw him during the severe 
weather of last winter, and found him 
perfectly aware of his approaching dis- 
solution. Having expressed, with the 
greatest composure, his wishes as to the 
religious services connected with his in- 
terment, he said, his conscience bore 
him witness, that he had been honest 
and sincere in his Christian profession ; 
that he did not recollect one occasion or 
state of feeling in which he had che- 
rished a serious thought of departing 
from God; that he had a firm and un- 
wavering conviction of the validity and 
security of the foundation of his hope ; 
that he now had the satisfaction of be- 


lieving that he was in the hands of the 
wisest and best of all beings, and could 
trust his soul with all its interests to that 
Redeemer whom he had Jong known and 
served. There was no rapture, no tri- 
umph, nor was there the expression of 
much emotion. Such continued to be 
the state of his mind till a short time be- 
fore his death; when it appears, from 
the statements of his friends, his com- 
posure was impaired, and more pertur- 
bation of feeling expressed, whether 
arising from physical causes or a cloud 
of darkness gathering on his mind, I 
have not been able to ascertain, He 
died in March, 1841, in the 86th year of 
his age, and his remains were interred in 
the burial-ground adjoining the meeting- 
house at Haworth. 

The reader will be prepared to hear 
that this venerable servant of Jesus 
Christ was a man of inflexible integrity 
and high principle, and resolute in the 
assertion of his opinions. Many of his 
friends, admiring his decision and un- 
wavering stability, could not forbear the 
impression that these virtues would have 
been at once more lovely and practically 
beneficial, if they had been united with 
a deeper sensibility of his own liability 
to error, and a more candid and liberal 
construction of the motives and conduct 
of others. 

Singularly grave and exact in his de- 
portment, he observed the utmost deco- 
rum and precision in his dress, domestic 
arrangements, and the general economy 
of life. His habits, like his principles, 
were fixed, nor could he patiently suffer 
those incursions and taxes on his time 
and ordinary movements, which are iney- 
itable in human life: yet he was not 
self-indulgent, in the ordinary sense of 
the word, being strigtly temperate, and 
moderate in his ap iaike 

His tone of mind and cast of character 
were formed for strong, rather than ge- 
neral and indiscriminate attachments, 
and hence his circle of friends was limit- 
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ed; and when death and other causes 
had separated him from his intimate ac- 
quaintance, he was not anxious to com- 
mence associationsand friendships which 
he knew must soon terminate. 

As a minister of Jesus Christ his de- 
meanour in the pulpit was solemn, and 
indicative of a deep impression of the 
vast importance of the truths he pro- 
claimed. His style of speaking was slow 
and deliberate ; his discourses were ge- 
nerally the result of much thought and 
reflection, and formed very exactly, as 
to their phrases and style of address and 
exposition of the scriptures, on the mo- 
del of Charnock or Owen. Not that 
there was the profundity of thought or 
copious and varied diction of these dis- 
tinguished divines, but a certain form 
and expression which immediately re- 
minded an attentive hearer of the mint 
in which his ore was cast; hence his 
discourses were substantially goad, un- 
folding, with no pretensions to imagina- 
tive illustration or eloquence, the essen- 
tial truths of the gospel. He was accus- 


tomed indeed to define preaching “ sen- 
sible talk on religious subjects,” and the 
definition would describe his own. 

His religious training, his habits, his 
natural temperament, his order of talent, 
disposed him for the quiet, unobtrusive 
life of a village pastor; and he fulfilled 
his course, watching over his flock. 
Punctual and exact in the discharge of 
his allotted functions, he regarded his 
church as the vineyard assigned to him, 
and he kept it ; seldom moving in any 
other sphere, or interesting himself ac- 
tively in the more general and public as- 
sociations of Christian benevolence. Not 
formed for religious enterprise, or open 
and aggressive warfare against the strong 
holds of error and iniquity, he sympa- 
thized most cordially in the design of 
Christian missions to the heathen, and is 
now, we trust, witnessing the triumphant 
results of the progress of the Redeemer’s 
cause in the society of “the spirits of 
the just made perfect.” 


Barnoldswick, Dee. 1841. 


THE VIEW OF THEIR CALLING HELD BY THE EARLY 
CHRISTIANS. 


FROM THE GERMAN OF DR. C. L. COUARD., 


No reader of the Bible can be igno- 
rant how often in holy scripture the life 
of a Christian is drawn as a continued 
conflict, and the Christian himself as the 
soldier of Christ. “I have fought a 
good fight,” says St. Paul, as he looks 
back on his apostolic career. “‘ Do thou 
endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ,” writes he to Timothy. 
No one used this image more frequently, 
no one knew how to apply it to life more 
profitably, than this apostle. Now he 
depicts the enemies against whom we 
haye incessantly to contend: ‘ We 


wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places.” Now he shows the arms 
which we are to put on for this conflict, 
in order that we may come out conquer- 
ors: * Put on the armour of God and 
stand, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness ; and your feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace ; 
above all, taking the shield of faith ; and 
take the helmet of salvation, and the 
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sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.” Now he holds up to our view 
the prize which shall reward the con- 
queror: “an incorruptible crown,” the 
heritage of eternal life. Now he reminds 
us of the holy earnestness with which 
we must conduct the battle: ‘No man 
that warreth entangleth himself with the 
affairs of this life; and if a man also 
strive for masteries, yet he is not crowned 
except he strive lawfully.” All these 
images taken from holy scripture, which 
present so lively a picture of the Chris- 
tian’s vocation and life, are embodied in 


only of such hymns as these: 


Or thus: 


“ Up with zeal, ye Christian soldiers, 


Or Luther’s hymn, 


And when we consider how truly in 
their situation and all their relations the 
early Christians were soldiers and com- 
batants, we shall be the less surprised at 
the love they had for this image, as re- 


profess their faith freely and without 
To us, indeed, it is granted 
to serve the Lord in rest and peace: we 
are not attacked and fought against for 
the gospel’s sake; alas, this quiet and 
undisturbed possession of the holiest 
things makes us too often indifferent to 
them, and we forget (alas, how easily !) 
the reality and importance of our calling. 
But those first Christians were hated and 


hindrance? 


could not profess their faith without the 
greatest dangers. 
tural for them to consider themselves as 
soldiers of Christ, against the hostile 


“Up, ye Christians to the fight! 
Ye must arm yourselves with might : 
For the foe desires to slay you.” 


“ A castle firm is our God.” 


THE VIEW OF THEIR CALLING 


powers which threatened the destruc- | in heaven.” 


tion of the youthful church, and it was 
scarcely possible for them ever to lose 


sight of their call to spiritual knighthood. 
They therefore called their baptismal 
vow their oath as Christian soldiers ; for 
they pledged themselves by it solemnly, 
to renounce the devil and all his works, 
and to lead a life dedicated to God, fol- 
lowing the steps of Jesus Christ. 
profession of faith, which they made at 
baptism, was therefore called their Chris- 
tian watchword (symbolum); the sign 
of the cross with which they commenced 
every thing of importance, appeared to 
them as the picture of their heavenly 
guide, as soldiers were wont to bear the 
our treasures of spiritual songs. Think | picture of their emperor on their brows ; 
and when they wereassembled to prayer, 
and wished to lift up their hearts to the 
Lord, they looked upon this as if they 
stood at their post before God, and kept 
watch in his presence. And, lastly, they 
expected, when they parted from the 
Follow straight your Saviour’s steps !” battle field, to receive from ‘the hands of 
their captain, even Christ, the crown of 
victory, as his gracious reward for the 
fidelity they had exhibited. Conform- 
ably to these views of the Christian call- 
ing, Tertullian writes, in order to exhort 
the Christians to firmness under hard 
persecutions: “ We were called to be 
the soldiers of the living God, then, when 
presenting their calling. Could they | we answered ‘ yea’ to the questions pro- 
posed to us, as our military oath. No 
warrior goes out of his chamber with his 
comforts, but out of the camp where 
men are hardened and inured to every 
| difficulty. Even in peace soldiers are 
taught by labour and toils to endure war, 
by being constantly under arms, and 
exercising themselves. 
blessed ones, look on all things that 
press hard upon you as exercise of your 
persecuted by Jews and heathens, and | powers. You are fighting a good fight, 
where God arrays the battle, where the 
It was therefore na- | Holy Spirit conducts the exercises for 
the battle, and the reward of victory is 
a life like that of angels, everlasting glory 


Wherefore, ye 


. And truly, my brethren, did those 
Christians prove themselves good soldiers 
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of Jesus Christ! They resisted, even to 
blood, for their faith’s sake, they quailed 
not at dangers and persecutions, they 
remained stedfast even unto death, and 
willingly sacrificed all things, even life 
itself, for the service of him who had 
purchased them for himself. Let us 
learn from them “to run with patience 
the race that is set before us!” Have 
we not sworn to follow the banner of 
our Lord, when we were given over to 
him in holy baptism? Have we not 
vowed fidelity to him even unto death ? 
Are we not called to be spiritual soldiers? 
Let us then remember this holy calling, 
and fight boldly the Lord’s battles, and 
stedfastly strive against the world, and 
sin, and the devil, looking up to “ the 
author and finisher of our faith.” Free 
thyself from every thing which may im- 
pede thee in the fight: “crucify thy 
flesh with its affections and lusts; fight 
not as one that beateth the air,” but with 
knightly zeal; put on the spiritual arms 
which the apostle recommends to thee, 
and lay them not down before thy Cap- 
tain call thee from the battle field, to 
crown thee, out of his infinite mercy, 
with the crown of victory! Oh, how 
entirely do many Christians forget their 
heavenly vocation to be soldiers of 
Christ, and give themselves up carelessly 
to rest, whilst they should watch and 
pray, and strive without ceasing. How 
many do nothing but beat the air, allow 
themselves to be frightened by every 
hindrance, become cowards, and faint at 
every danger, and show none of the ear- 
nestness which is needful to win the 
crown of life! Be not thou like them! 
Look to thy Saviour, who calls thee to 
the conflict, follow after him with bold- 
ness, and sing joyously thy song of faith: 


“The treasure is before me placed, 
Tf I but bravely fight ; 
Therefore mine arm is eyer braced, 
And God supplies me might. 
On! bravely on! 
The fight is won ; 


I sce the crown He on my brows will place ; 
And J will worst the foe, if He but give his 
grace.” 


Not less profitable in its effects on 
their lives was another view, according 
to which the early Christians gladly con- 
sidered themselves priests of God; and 
in this also the earnestness of their feel- 
ings was exhibited beyond the possibility 
of mistake. Christianity knows nothing 
of a visible, separate, and peculiar priest- 
hood, such as existed under the old 
covenant, where the priests ordained of 
God had especially to care for the satis- 
fying of the religious wants of all the 
rest, and likewise first_to mediate their 
communion with God; for Christ, the 
sole and eternal high-priest, has opened 
to all believers an access to God and to 
heaven. He has cleared away every 
thing which separated men from God ; 
so that all who belong to him have to 
regard themselves as a consecrated spi- 
ritual people, in which every individual 
appears as a priest of the Most High. 
Under this aspect, then, the call of the 
Christian can be none other than this, to 
dedicate his whole life to God, as a 
thank-offering for the grace of redemp-~ 
tion. This life must be a continual 
priesthood, a spiritual worship of God, 
proceeding from the feeling of a faith 
working by love; a constant acknowledg- 
ment of Christ, and a witness to his 
power and mercy. Thus, then, has 
Christianity removed every distinction 
which existed of yore among men in re- 
lation to these higher matters. They all 
form a priestly and a spiritual people. It 
seems scarcely to need any proof that 
this view is drawn from holy writ, and 
deeply grounded in the very essence of 
Christianity. ‘“ Ye are a chosen gene- 
ration,” writes the apostle Peter to the 
Christians, ‘a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people, that ye should 
show forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his own 
marvellous light.” On this account» 
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such modes of viewing the Christian vo- 
cation were very frequent among the 
fathers of the church and Christians of 
the first centuries. ‘ All just men have 
the rank of priests,” says Ireneous ; and 
the same father writes: “ The Jews con- 
secrated their tenths to God; but Chris- 
tians, who have attained to liberty, de- 
dicated their all joyfully and freely to 
the service of God.” And Tertullian 
expresses himself with especial vehe- 
mence concerning this common priest- 
hood of all Christians. He says, “ We 
are priests as called thereunto of God. 
The most high priest, Christ, whilst he 
elothed us with that which is his,—for 
‘as many of us as are baptized have put 
on Christ,"—made us kings and priests 
before God and his Father.” He there- 
fore demands of all Christians the same 
striving after purity of thought and life. 
““Weare mad,” he writes, “if we be- 
lieve that laymen are allowed that which 
priests are forbidden. Are we laymen 
not priests also? Each man lives by his 
own faith, and there is no respect of per- 
sons with God, since not those who hear 
the law are justified before God, but 
those who do it. There is one God, one 
faith, one law of life forall.” To this also 
belongs what Origen writes against Cel- 
sus, to defend the Christians from the 
reproach of having no pictures, altars, or 
temples: “ Among us,” says he, “ the 
souls .of the just are the temples from 
which ascend those offerings spiritual 
and well-pleasing unto God, prayers out 
of a clear conscience. The statues, the 
offerings worthy of God, not made by 
men’s hands, but formed by the word of 
God, are the virtues by which we form 
ourselves according to the ‘ first-born of 
every creature, in whom is the proto- 
type of all righteousness and wisdom. 
The most noble picture, far exalted above 
all creation, is in our Saviour, who was 
able to say of himself, ‘ The Father is in 
me ;’ but also in each of those who imi- 
tate lim to the best of their power, is 
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the picture of him who hath ercated him, 
as it proceeds from looking to God with 
a pure heart. And, above all, Christians 
strive to raise in their hearts such altars 
and statues as should receive into them- 
selves the Spirit of God, who unites him- 
self with those that are akin to him, in 
contradistinction to those lifeless and 
soulless ones into which idols are ban- 
ished. This the holy scriptures show us, 
when God promises to the just, ‘I will 
walk among you, and I will be your God, 
and ye shall be my people ;’ and our Sa- 
viour shows it also, when he says, ‘ He 
that loveth me will keep my command-~ 
ments, and my Father will love him, and 
we will come to him, and make our abode 
with him.’ ” 

When men began, at the end of the 
second century, to swerve from this 
view, and falsely to introduce a Jewish 
priesthood into the Christian church, as 
if in it also there ought to be the same 
visible and external priesthood, and a 
priestly race peculiarly dedicated to God, 
the original spirit of Christianity that still 
remained opposed this unevangelical pre- 
tension, and the laity claimed that they, 
too, as Christians, were a priestly people. 
Equally clearly and impressively did the 
teachers of the church declare against 
the pride of those who sought to make a 
distinction between a higher, esoteric, 
priestly doctrine, and a popular religion, 
who prided themselves on a higher know- 
ledge, and who were wont to call them- 
selves spiritually minded, in contradis- 
tinction to the multitude of those who, 
as they thought, had too carnal views of 
Christianity. In opposition to these, the 
principle was firmly maintained, that all 
Christians have a part in the same simple 
faith, and, through this faith, in a higher 
life ; that all that truly acknowledge Je- 
sus Christ are men necessarily enlight- 
ened by the Spirit of God, and of truly 
spiritual minds. And when many indo- 
lent Christians made use of that false 


distinction to escape from exhortations 
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to greater earnestness of life, and to ex- 
cuse themselves by saying, that “ they 
were no philosophers, they had not 
learned to read, and consequently could 
not read the Bible,” Clement of Alexan- 
dria, among others, repelled such a pre- 
text, by saying, “ Even if they cannot 
read, they have no excuse, because they 
can hear the word of God; faith is not 
the property of the worldly wise, but of 
the wise in God.” 

Such excuses are not unfrequently 
heard in our days, my brethren, for un- 
happily the earnest consideration of the 
Spiritual priesthood is almost entirely 
lost, and that not only in the Roman 
church, where it was completely de- 
pressed, and where the delusion of a pe- 
culiarly sacred priesthood has again 
arisen, but also in our own evangelical 
church, where the majority are no longer 
conscious of their priestly dignity, and 
where with it the proper earnestness in 
the exercise of the holiest Christian du- 
tian duties has disappeared. For how 
many are there that think that searching 
into the sacred Scriptures, occupying 
themselves with heavenly things, and 
greater earnestness in Christian life, is 
the business of the clergy only, and can- 
not reasonably be expected of every 
body. Hence comes the great ignorance 
among our Christians, hence the great 
want of acquaintance with the holy 
scriptures which so many exhibit, hence 
their light-minded, immoral, and worldly 
life and conduct. But it must not be so, 
my brethren! You must all administer 
your priesthood before God; you must 
look on yourselves as a people dedicated 
to the Lord ; and you are all bound by 
duty to a spiritual life. Your houses 
must be houses of God, your dwellings 
temples, your hearts altars, your families 
churches of the Lord. Then shall the 
spiritual offerings of faith and love, of 
prayer and thanksgiving, be offered by 
all; then shall all be taught of God, en- 


and all men shall give themselves up to 
the Lord, together with all that they are 
and have. No strange fire should burn ' 
upon the altar of your hearts, no fire of 
unholy lusts and sinful desires, but the 
fire of the purest love for God and man 
alone, lighted by the Spirit of him who 
hath called you to be his peculiar people. 
Oh that we all knew our dignity and our 
duty! That none of us would forget 
that we are a priestly race, dedicated to 
God, and, as such, bound to bring the 
sacrifices to God that are well-pleasing 
unto him, the sacrifices of a pure heart, 
and a holy life, in faith and love. 

Lastly, the Christians of the first cen- 
turies gladly looked on their new si- 
tuation as that of children of God, in re- 
lation to their new birth of the Spirit, 
and to that newness of life to which 
Christ has roused us. This representa- 
tion, also, is drawn from holy scripture ; 
for our attention is often directed there 
to the new childlike relation in which we 
stand to God, our heavenly Father, as 
redeemed by Jesus Christ. ‘“ Ye are all 
children of God, through faith in Jesus 
Christ,” says St. Paul; and St. Peter 
writes, “ As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby.” And not only does this 
new relation of sonship remind us of the 
most valuable blessings which the love 
of God, our heavenly Father, has pre- 
pared for us, through Jesus: Christ, for 
time and eternity, but it also holds be- 
fore us our holiest duties, namely, that 
we should become as children, that we 
should walk in the pure unquestioning 
spirit of a child, without selfishness or 
falsehood, in unfettered, upright resigna-~ 
tion to God. And hence was the cus- 
tom derived which prevailed in many 
parts of Africa, of setting before newly 
baptized persons, as a sign of that Chris- 
tian sonship, and the childlike mind so 
inseparable from it, a mixture of milk 
and honey, with which infants are fed. 


lightened and sanctified by his Spirit, | Hence, too, they called Christ the edu- 
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cator of children, as condescending al- 
ways to their needs, in order to draw 
them up to him. Thus, Clement of Alex- 
andria says, in a song of praise to Christ, 
“Collect thy simple-hearted children, 
that they may praise thee with a holy 
mind, that they may laud thee without 
deceit, and with innocent lips, as Christ 
the leader of children.” Oh! that we, 
too, had always a lively consciousness 
of our childlike relation to God, my 
brethren! How joyfully should we then 
praise our heavenly Father, with what 
confidence should we pray to him, with 
what comfort should we trust on him, 
how zealously should we study to please 
him, how anxiously should we avoid 
vexing and troubling his paternal heart 
by our sins, and how heartily should we 
always thank him who hath thus made 
us his children! But, alas! how few 
Christians are there who consider with 
due earnestness that they are the chil- 
dren of God, and, as such, called and 
bound to love their Father in heaven 
above all things, and always to subject 
themselves in childlike obedience to his 
will! 

Thus did the first Christians gladly 
consider themselves as free children in 
the kingdom of grace, in contradistinc- 
tion to the servants under the dominion 
of the law, or as servants made free by 
the Redeemer, remembering the words 
of the Lord, “If the Son shall make you 
free, you shall be free indeed!” But 
they knew that the true liberty of the 
sons of God is not a liberty to sin, but 
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rather a freedom from the dominion of 
sin, and therefore they hastened more 
zealously after holiness,and proved them- 
selves to be free, by fulfilling God's holy 
law, out of love and gratitude to him, 
with joy and delight, as is demanded of 
us all. ‘Christ has not freed us,” says 
Irenseus, “ that we should forsake him, 
but that the more we have obtained his 
grace, the more heartily we should love 
him.” Oh, that we would take this se- 
riously to heart, my brethren! Yes! 
Christ has obtained for us freedom, a 
blessed freedom, freedom from the curse 
of sin, from the burdensome dominion of 
the law, but not in order that we should 
with less trouble give the rein to the 
flesh, for were this the case we should 
not be free, but be the servants of the 
flesh and of sin; but in order that we 
should fulfil the law, from hearty grati- 
tude for the grace of redemption, and 
from the free impulse of love, and seek 
our meat in doing the will of our Father 
which is in heaven. “Only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh ;” 
walk as “ free, but not using your liberty 
for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the 
servants of God.” Thus only shall we 
give men to know that we have rightly 
comprehended our dignity as children 
of God; and thus only have we a right 
to exclaim joyfully with the apostle, 
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be; but we know that when he shall 
appear we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is.” Amen. 
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At the gloomiest period in the history | stinctive pleasure in gazing upon her 
of the Hebrew people, one of the daugh- | babe was at once repressed, and agoniz- 
ters of Levi gave birth to an infant of | ing emotions succeeded to momentary 


extraordinary beauty. 


The mother’s in- 


delight, when she remembered that the 
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last edict of the Egyptian oppressor had 
enjoined that every Israelitish male child 
should be thrown into the Nile. What 
could be done? The decree was pe- 
remptory: death would probably be the 
penalty of disobedience. ‘‘ But,” said 
she to her dejected husband, “ the God 
of Abraham still lives ; he is the protec- 
tor of our race, though for a season he 
hides himself. Our duty to him requires 
that we should endeavour to preserve 
the life of this dear little one. Let us 
trust in God, and conceal, if possible, 
this lovely gift of his mysterious provi- 
dence.” The faith of the mother excited 
the dormant courage of the father: they 
agreed to make the effort, however peril- 
ous to themselves ; and morning by 
morning, and evening by evening, poured 
forth supplications before the invisible 
King of kings, invoking the interposition 
of his almighty arm on behalf of their 
beloved babe. 

At the expiration of three months 
from this time, however, they perceived 
that longer concealment was impossible. 
The search for Hebrew infants was 
becoming increasingly rigid, and re- 
ports which daily reached the mother’s 
ears filled her with terror. ‘ We cannot 
hide him any longer,” said she, “nor are 
there any means by which we can pro- 
vide for his safety; yet my hand shall 
not be upon him, nor yours, Amram, nor 
will we deliver him to the ruthless offi- 
cers of Pharaoh: we will confide him to 
the providence of the God of Israel. I 
cherish a hope that he in whom our 
fathers trusted will be our deliverer. Was 
not Isaac our ancestor bound and laid 
upon the altar, just ready to be slain for 
a burnt-offering, when the angel of Je- 
hovah intervened? and have we not 
been taught to remember this, and say, 
“In the mount of the Lord it shall be 
seen?’ Was not the son of the bond- 
woman just ready to perish in the wil- 
derness of Beersheba, when the God of 
Abraham pitied him and sent his angel ? 


This ark of bulrushes I have prepared ; 
to-morrow morning, ere the sun be up, I 
will place this dear little one in the flags 
by the water-side; and may the God 
that gave him be his protector !” 

Very early in the morning the wakeful 
mother looked on the countenance of 
her babe, which seemed more comely 
than ever. Once more he must partake 
of the nutriment which creative good- 
ness had provided for him ; but, ag she 
allowed him to linger at the breast, the 
tears rolled down her cheeks while she 
thought of the morrow. “ Miriam,” said 
she, “come with me; be quick, or the 
sun will discover us; come with me to 
the river, and you shall watch our trea- 
sure. The God of heaven will look 
down from above; and you, Miriam, 
stand where none can observe you ; but 
watch carefully, and when any thing be- 
falls the child, be it good or evil, come 
and tell me quickly: I will tarry in my 
chamber and pray.” 

The first rays of day were gilding the 
eastern horizon when the daughter of 
Pharaoh with her attendants came down 
to bathe. How!simple, yet how im- 
pressive, is the brief description of the 
facts which Moses himself has given 
under the guidance of the Spirit of inspi- 
ration! ‘The daughter of Pharaoh 
came down to wash herself at the river ; 
and her maidens walked along by the 
river's side ; and when she saw the ark 
among the flags, she sent her maid to 
fetch it. And when she had opened it, 
she saw the child: and, behold, the babe 
wept. And she had compassion on him, 
and said, ‘ This is one of the Hebrews’ 
children.’ Then said his sister to Pha- 
raoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and call to 
thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that 
she may nurse the child for thee?’ And 
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘ Go.’ 
And the maid went and called the child’s 
mother. And Pharaoh’s daughter said 
unto her, ‘Take this child away, and 
nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy 
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wages.’ And the woman took the child, 
and nursed it. And the child grew, and 
she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter, and he became her son. And she 
called his name Moses: and she said, 
« Because I drew him out of the water’ ” 
(Exod. ii. 5—10). 

What a wonderful exhibition does 
this history give of the power and wis- 
dom of the Supreme Ruler! We know 
what his purposes were ; subsequent 
events rendered them manifest: but how 
surprising the means by which they were 
effected! He intended to honour the 
faith of the poor, oppressed Israelitish 
parents; to preserve from impending 
destruction their promising child ; to 
prepare him for the work of delivering 
his people from bondage and conducting 
them to Canaan; and to render him an 
eminent example of genuine piety, on 
whose career all subsequent generations 
might look back with pleasure and ad- 
vantage. But how astonishing the agency 
by which these designs were achieved ! 
How forcibly are we taught that God 
can raise up friends where we should be 
least inclined to look for them, and re- 
gulate the emotions of hearts which are 
least sensible of his control, and least 
disposed to subserve his plans! Little 
did the daughter of Pharaoh think that 
such important results would ensue from 
her movements that morning. A thou- 
sand incidents might have prevented her 
visit to that spot, at that critical moment. 
It was contingent on her caprice whe- 
ther she should order the babe to be 
cast into the stream, or give way to the 
emotions of tenderness. All was uncer- 
tain to man; all was fixed and determi- 
nate to God. : 

Nor was it for preservation alone that 
Moses was indebted to that benevolence 
which was excited in the heart of the 
tyrant’s daughter. The education which 
would adapt him most completely for 
his arduous labours, and which in the 
tents of Goshen he could never haye ob- 
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tained, was imparted to him in conse- 
quence of her patronage. Science un- 
folded to him its secrets, and he became 
“learned,” as the martyr Stephen ob- 
serves, “in all the wisdom of the Egyp- 
tians.” A complete separation from his 
own people would however have de- 
prived him of a species of knowledge 
of far greater value than any which he 
could derive from the philosophers of 
Pharaoh’s court. It was a part, therefore, 
of the arrangement made for him by the 
providence of God, that his earliest 
teacher should be his pious mother. She 
taught him to reverence the one living 
and true God, the Creator of all, and to 
offer to him his daily prayer and praise. 
She taught him the fragments of sacred 
history which had been transmitted by 
their ancestors, from which he learned 
to regard his people as a peeuliar people, 
chosen by the Most High to the enjoy- 
ment of his special favour, though now 
in bondage. She taught him to look 
forward to the coming of the promised 
Shiloh, the great descendant of their 
father Abraham, in whom all nations 
should be blessed. ‘ Moses, my son,” 
said she, “all Egypt could not recom- 
pense thee for the loss of his fayour, who 
will gather around him the men of all 
ages who have borne the reproach of 
looking for his appearing, and will con- 
fer upon them everlasting happiness.” 
And by these instructions, blessed by 
the Spirit of God operating on his young 
mind, as that Spirit delights to operate 
on those for whom the prayer of faith 
has been presented by their parents, 
Moses was led to prize his birthright, 
and regard the Hope of Israel as of 
greater value than any thing that earthly 
dignities could yield. 

The patronage of Pharaoh’s daughter 
afforded also opportunity for the mani- 
festation, in the matured character of 
Moses, of the power of religious prin- 
ciple. There are indeed no cirecum- 
stances in which faith has not opportu- 
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nity, if it be genuine, to exert a visible 
influence on the heart and conduct. To 
the man who in ancient days looked 
forward to the coming of Messiah to 
bruise the head of the arch-adversary, 
and to restore rebellious sinners to their 
allegiance, and to the man who in subse- 
quent times has looked back on the suf- 
fering Redeemer, dying on Calvary, the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God, faith has always been purify- 
ing, as wellas consolatory. Repentance 
for sin, love to God, and a readiness to 
submit to his authority and obey his 
laws, necessarily spring from just appre- 
hensions of the grace of God towards us, 
as exhibited in Emmanuel. Whatever 
be the condition of the true believer, his 
faith will produce perceptible fruits. 
The patience of the Christian slave be- 
neath the lash, the resignation of the 
Christian captive in the dungeon, and 
the meekness of the Christian martyr in 
the midst of his persecutors, bring glory 
to God, and show the efficacy of his 
grace. But in nothing is the power of 
religious principle more strikingly evinced 
than in the renunciation of worldly ease, 
affluence, and honour, in obedience to 
the dictates of an enlightened conscience. 
“By faith,” we are told in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, “Moses, when he was 
come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season; esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the trea- 
sures in Egypt: for he had respect unto 
the recompence of the reward” (Heb. 
' xi. 24—26). A course like this could 
not have been adopted by one in the 
circumstances of Moses without internal 
conflict. It is easy to imagine him, seat- 
ed in the palace, deliberating with great 
anxiety respecting the prospects which 
lay open before him. “Is it cowardice 
or is it prudence that prompts me to 
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hold myself at a distance from my He- 
brew connexions, and push my fortune 
at the court of Pharaoh? Shall I throw 
away recklessly the advantages of my 
position, stepping down from the eleva- 
tion which a merciful providence has as- 
signed me? Shall I grieve the heart of 
my kind patroness, by avowing my kin- 
dred, and renouncing those bright hopes 
which she has taught me to cherish? 
What are those expectations which my 
nurse, who tells me she is my mother, 
has excited in my mind? God, she de- 
clares, has promised to make our nation 
prosperous, and to raise up in the midst 
of us a prince of unequalled glory; but 
four hundred years have passed away 
since this promise was first given, and 
what sign do we see of its fulfilment? 
Is not the present better than the distant 
future? If I possess Egypt, may I not 
spare the reversion of an inheritance in 
Canaan?” Such might have been the 
language of Moses. To such reasonings 
thousands have yielded. But that God 
who had been his protector in infancy 
was his guide in manhood ; and he in- 
fluenced his heart to make a just and 
wise decision. He felt that everlasting 
interests were at stake, that the fashion 
of this world is passing away, and that 
human life is buta vapour. He felt that 
the friendship of the Omnipotent would 
more than compensate for whatever loss 
or contumely he might be ealled to 
sustain. “He is my God,” said he, 
“and I will prepare him a habitation ; 
my father’s God, and I will exalt 
him.” 

Should any reader be led by similar 
considerations to surrender his heart to 
that Redeemer, an interest in whose sal- 
vation appeared to Moses to be more 
valuable than any dignities which Pha- 
raoh could bequeath, he will probably 
have to experience some reproach and 
temporal loss. The course of this world 
must be resisted by him who follows 


14 


JAIRUS’S DAUGHTER. 


Christ, and the natural propensities of | fied. But “ this is the victory that over- 
the heart must be repressed and morti- ! cometh the world, even our faith : 


Battersea. 


«“ Then we begin to live indeed, 
When from our sin and bondage freed 
By this beloved Friend; 
We follow him from day to day, 
Assured of grace through all the way, 
And glory at the end.” 
Gamma. 


THE RAISING OF JAIRUS'’S DAUGHTER. 


Marrsew 1x. 18—26. 


Weep not !—she is not dead ;—the breath 
That seems for ever hushed in death 
May chance again to waken !— 
For Truth’s almighty voice shall speak 
Fresh colour to the faded cheek, 
And, with returning vigour, warm 
The cold and desolated form 
That, bent and blighted by the storm, 
Lies silent and forsaken. 


Lo, where He comes,—the suffering, mean, 
Oppressed, rejected Nazarene, 

From Bethlehem’s lowly manger,— 
With eager crowds, intent to view 
His mercy exercised anew, 
And see the man their priests despise 
Re-animate those shrouded eyes, 
And bid that sleeping dust arise 

To glorify the stranger ! 


He comes—He speaks ;—Immortal Word, 
The slumberer hath thy bidding heard ; 
Stern Death, thy power confessing, 
Shrinks back astonished from the scene, 
Where smiles of gratitude, serene 
And calm as is the dawning day, 
Upon those pallid features play, 
The heart’s unbounded thanks to pay 
To Thee, thou Fount of blessing. 


Rise, ruler, rise ; embrace thy child ; 
With tears profuse, and transports wild, 
Go, weep your joys together! 
While life shall last his praise prolong, 
And when its fleeting hours are gone— 
When, foiled no more, around your bier 
The silent grave its shades shall rear— 
May both before his face appear 
To worship him for ever ! 
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A History of Baptism, both from inspired 
and uninspired writings. By Isaac Tay- 
tor Hinton, of Saint Louis, United States. 
Revised and recommended by John Howard 
Hinton, M.A. London: 12mo. pp. 359. 
Price 5s. 6d. 


THE recommendation mentioned in 
the title-page would alone be sufficient 
to induce many of our readers to pro- 
cure this volume; but the importance 
of the purpose it is intended to answer, 
and the approbation which it has elicited 
on the other side of the Atlantic, render 
it proper that we should give an account 
of its plan and execution. 

The design of the work is to furnish a 
comprehensive view of the ordinance of 
baptism, as instituted by Christ and 
practised by his apostles, as corrupted 
in common with other Christian rites 
and doctrines in the degenerating ages 
which followed, as metamorphosed in 
various ways according to the diversi- 
fied fancies of different leaders in subse- 
quent times, and as now existing in 
what is called Christendom, an occasion 
of division and subject of debate among 
discordant sects. It is not a controver- 
sial book in one respect, that is, it is not 
an answer to any individual writer, or 
called forth by any hostile movement ; 
but in another respect it is controversial, 
as the author has reference throughout 
to the differences of opinion existing re- 
specting the action prescribed by the 
Lawgiver and the persons entitled to its 
benefits. He is a firm and consistent 
baptist. At Oxford, where he was 
brought up, he had excellent opportuni- 
ties for learning the peculiarities of our 
denomination, of which his father was 
a distinguished minister, and of obsery- 
ing the workings of a contrary system ; 
and, since he has resided in America, 
his reading on the various points con- 
nectéd with his theme has been multi- 
farious and persevering. 

The work is divided into eleven chap- 
ters, the first five of which treat of bap- 
tism as exhibited to our view in the in- 
spired writings. Examining in the first 
place the meaning of the word Barrizw, 
as used in the New Testament, the 
Septuagint, the Apocrypha, and the 
Greek classics, and as translated in an- 


cient and modern versions, Mr. I. Hin- 
ton avails himself of the aid not only 
of the eminent peedobaptists of former 
days cited by Mr. Booth half a cen- 
tury ago, but of the equally decisive 
testimony of the modern theologians and 
lexicographers of Germany, whose works 
are in greater request in America 
than in this country. Thus he adduces 
the testimony of the pre-eminent critic 
of the Greek language, Bretschneider, 
** An entire immersion belongs to the 
nature of baptism: this is the meaning 
of the word.” A slight mistake however 
occurs in his reference to the testimony of 
Porson: it was Dr. Newman, not Dr. Cox, 
whoin company with the late Daniel Par- 
ken had an interview with that celebrated 
man, when, not knowing the principles 
of his interrogator, Porson replied, smil- 
ing, to the question of Dr. Newman re- 
specting the controverted word, ‘‘ The 
baptists have the advantage of us.” In 
examining the accounts of baptisms given 
by the apostles and evangelists, also, our 
author corroborates his own reasonings, 
in like manner, by quotations from some 
of the most eminent living literati of Ger- 
many: such, for example as the premoni- 
tion of Tholuck: “In order to understand 
the figurative use of baptism we must 
bear in mind the well known fact, that 
the candidate in the primitive church 
was immersed in water, and raised out of 
it again.” 

In that portion of the work which is 
more strictly historical], the author shows 
the original prevalence of immersion, by 
appeals to the writings of the fathers, 
the structure of ancient baptisteries, the 
ritual regulations for the administration 
of the ordinance, and the continued 
practice of the Greek {and eastern 
churches, tracing also the origin and 
progress of affusion. He then examines 
those passages in writers of the second 
century, which have sometimes been 
brought forward to prove that infants 
were then baptized ; maintaining, in 
common with many continental pzedo- 
baptist theologians whom he quotes, 
that neither Justin nor Irenseus adverts 
to such a practice, that Tertullian is the 
first who mentions it, and that he re- 

arded it as a pernicious innovation. 
Of the third century he writes as follows: 
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“ Tn this century the state of the church be- 
came rapidly corrupt; its bishops were ambi- 
tious and tyrannical, and many of its members 
luxurious and vicious, This statement is fully 
sustained by all protestant, and by many catho- 
lic writers on ecclesiastical history, It is in the 
most corrupt portion of the church (the African) 
in this corrupted age, that infant baptism is first 
discovered, 

“ Two only of the seven fathers of this cen- 
tury are referred to as affording evidence of the 
existence of infant baptism—Origen and Cy~- 
prian, 

“The former is one of the most celebrated 
writers of ancient times. His works were vo- 
luminous, containing much that is good, mixed 
with the wildest fancies, borrowed mainly from 
the visionary theories of the Greek philosophers. 
His writings have been so much altered, espe- 
cially the Latin translations of them, by Rufli- 
nus and Jerome, that it is very difficult to dis- 
tinguish those sentiments which are his from 
those which belong to his translators, Dr. 
Doddridge says ‘they are chiefly to be found in 
those translations of his Greek works which 
were done by Ruffinus and Jerome, who made 
some yery bold alterations according to their 
own judgment and taste; but this is not appli- 
cable to all the passages brought from him.’ 

“Dr. Wall thinks the following passages may 
be relied on as genuine, while his opponent, Dr. 
Gale, contends that they are spurious. For 
my own part I feel unconcerned; the truth can 
well afford to have Origen as an advocate for 
this error. I now quote them, 

« ¢ Having occasion given in this place, I will 
mention a thing which causes frequent inquiries 
among the brethren. Infants are baptized for 
the forgiveness of sins. Of what sins? Or 
when have they sinned? Or how can any 
reason of the laver in their case hold good, but 
according to the sense that we mentioned even 
now ?- ‘None is free from pollution, though 
his life be but the length of one day upon the 
earth ;? and it is for that reason, because by the 
sacrament of baptism the pollution of our birth 
is taken away, that infants are baptized.’ 

“For this also it was that the church had 
from the apostles a tradition (or order} to give 
baptism even to infants; for they to whom di- 
vine mysteries were committed knew that there 
is in all persons the natural pollution of sin, 
which must be done away by water and the 
Spirit; by reason of which the body itself is 
also called the body of sin.’ 

“ Tt will be observed that Origen (if indeed 
these are his words) bases infant baptism on the 
necessity of washing away the ‘ pollution of our 
birth,’ or original sin, and on its efficacy to that 
end, In the second passage he states this to 


HISTORY OF BAPTISM. 


be the reason of the apostles leaving the church 
such a ‘tradition.’ Neander observes respecting 
Origen—‘ His words in that age cannot have 
much weight; for whatever was regarded as 
important was alleged to be from the apostles, 
Besides, many walls of partition intervened be- 
tween this age and that of the apostles, to inter- 
cept the view.’ Origen, then, gives up scriptu- 
ral authority for infant baptism; and I see not 
how those who deny Origen’s opinion, that the 
reason of this tradition was the necessity of 
baptism'to cleanse from Adam’s sin, can suffer 
themselves to rely upon his opinion (for it is no 
more) that the apostles delivered such a tradi- 
tion. The fact urged that he had Christian an- 
cestors who might probably have been contem- 
porary with the apostles, whatever inftuence it 
has favourable to one of his opinions, has an 
equally favourable effect upon the other. 

“ Cyprian, the other celebrated writer of this 
century, undoubtedly affirms the existence of 
the practice of infant baptism. Doubts have 
existed on the minds of some respecting the 
authenticity of his letter to Fidus; but I know 
of no just ground for entertaining them. It is to 
be borne in mind also, that the sentiments ex- 
pressed in this letter were concurred in by the 
council of Carthage, consisting of sixty or se- 
venty African bishops. Various matters were 
proposed to the council for its decision. The 
question which Fidus, a country bishop, sub- 
mitted, was not whether infant baptism was 
proper, but whether, in any case, infants might 
be baptized before they were eight days old; as 
the ceremony of kissing was inseparable from 
baptism in those days, and he deemed a babe 
under eight days ceremonially unclean. The 
letter of Fidus on this very important point has 
unfortunately not been preserved, but these 
particulars are gathered from Cyprian’s reply, 
of which the following is an extract :—‘ And 
whereas you say, that ‘an infant in the first 
days after his birth is unclean, so that any of 
us abhors to kiss it ;? we think not this either 
any reason to hinder the giving to it the 
heavenly grace; for it is written, to the clean 
all things are clean ; nor ought any of us to ab- 
hor that which God has vouchsafed to make. 
Though an infant come fresh from the womb, 
no one ought to abhor to kiss at the giving of 
the grace, and the owning of the peace (or bro- 
therhood), when, as in kissing the infant, every 
one of us ought, out of devotion, to think of 
the fresh handy-work of God; for we do in 
some sense kiss his hands in the person newly 
formed and but new born, when we embrace 
that which is of his making.’ 

“To any one acquainted with the general 
history of this portion of the world, it will ap-~ 
pear highly probable that the descent of bap- 
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tism from youth to children (which had been 
opposed hy Tertullian some half century before), 
and then from children to babes, was accelerated 
by a natural desire, on the part of the priest- 
hood, to place their numerous illicit progeny 
within the pale of the church: perhaps, also, a 
benevolent effort to rescue others from the con- 
dition to which, as pagans, they were exposed— 
that of being sold as slaves—had a co-operative 
tendency to produce this result. It is certain 
that, as error proceeds with a rapidity propor- 
tioned to the ignorance which surrounds it, 
these African churches constituted the locality 
where the first appearance of infant baptism 
might be expected. 

“ Let it be duly considered, that, during this 
century, this practice is not heard of either in 
the Roman, Greek, or heretical churches, as 
they are termed; it is confined solely to Africa. 
This circumstance led the celebrated Grotius to 
believe ‘that infant baptism was not universally 
held to be necessary; because, in the councils, 
one finds no earlier mention of it than in the 
council of Carthage.’ 

“ There is a passage from Cyprian which proves 
that infant communion also existed at this pe- 
riod. I shall extract it in a subsequent chapter. 
This circumstance accounts for Dr. Doddridge’s 
declining the testimony of Cyprian. He thus 
cuts the matter short :—‘ Cyprian is allowed by 
all to speak expressly of infant baptism as gene- 
rally used in the church; but it is justly an- 
swered, that he speaks as expressly of infant 
communion in the eucharist ; and that, conse- 
quently, the divine original of the latter may as 
well be argued from him, as that of the former ; 
yet almost all pzedobaptists allow that to be an 
innovation.’ 

“The testimony of the history of the third 
century on infant baptism, then, is this:—that 
it is found sanctioned by an African council, 
and in company with the doctrine of washing 
away Adam’s sin, and with the practice of in- 
fant communion ; and that it cannot, during 
even the third century, be found any where 
else.”—pp. 244, 251, 


It would afford us much pleasure to 
follow Mr. I. Hinton in his illustrations 
of the progress of the innovation, of the 
doctrinal errors with which it was con- 
nected, of the abandonment of the at- 
tendant practice of infant communion, 
of the diversity of sentiment among its 
supporters respecting its foundations 
and purpose, and of the desirableness of 
a thorough investigation by baptists, 
such as has never yet been undertaken, 
of the documents relating to those per- 
secuted bodies of men in the dark ages 
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who were represented by their enemies 
as “unsound respecting the sacrament 
of the altar and infant baptism.” Re- 
specting these, he says, 


“ These bodies existed, or rather attracted. 


| the notice of ecclesiastics, five hundred years be- 


fore the reformation; and the candid reader will 
perceive that there is all the evidence which 
the circumstance of the pen of history being 
almost entirely in the hands of catholics could 
possibly admit, that bodies of Christians prac- 
tising the immersion of believers. only have ex- 


| isted, from the period when infant baptism was 


at all considerably practised (the fourth cen- 
tury), down to the era of the reformation. 
Certainly, in England, as well as Bohemia and 
other countries, it was the preaching of Walden- 
sian teachers that gave rise to the first baptist 
churches after the time of Austin. That among 
the followers of Wicliff, who were the first-fruits 
of the Waldensian seed, infant baptism was not 


_ held in esteem, does not admit of a doubt. 


“ The oldest congregational churches in Eng- 
land, both baptist and pedobaptist, trace their 
origin to a period anterior to any of the efforts 
of Luther or Calvin. Henry VIII. was wont 
to burn baptists and papists at the same stake; 
these were not German baptists of recent origin, 
but the descendants of Lollards or Waldenses. 
There is an original stream of the true church 
independent of the reformation, though in later 
times the streams overflow into each other, and 
intermingle their waters. That there has been, 
since the days of our Saviour, an uninterrupted 
succession of baptists, if not of baptist churches, 
I have not a moment’s doubt. The evidence I 
have adduced is sufficient to justify this state- 
ment; but further research amidst the docu- 
mentary evidence of Europe may yet throw ad- 
ditional light on this point.”—pp. 281, 282. 


In elucidating the spirit of the age in 
which infant baptism arose, the author 
has made good use of the writings of his 
able relative, Mr. Isaac Taylor; and, in 
the concluding chapter, in which he 
contrasts the tendency of infant baptism 
with that of the baptism of believers, in 
reference to the character of Christian- 
ity, the interests of the person baptized, 
and the welfare of the church, there is 
much just and original thought. In re- 
spect to some topics incidentally dis- 
cussed in the earlier portion of the book, 
we differ from him decidedly; but the 
connexion of these with the principal 
subject is not very close, and it is not 
necessary to refer to them particularly. 
It isa volume which we can recommend 
to any person who wishes for informa- 

D 


18 


tion respecting the principles and prac- 
tices of the baptists, and which it is de- 
sirable that all the intelligent young 
people in our congregations should pe- 
ruse. 


Extracts from the Journal of Joun CANDLER, 
whilst travelling in Jamaica, Parts I. & 
II. London: Harvey and Darton, 8vo. 
pp. 44 & 49. 


Txoven these pamphlets have been 
before the public some time, it happened 
that they did not come into our hands 
tilla few days ago; and it is probable 
that we should not haye deemed it ne- 
cessary now to notice them, were it not 
that they contain some inaccuracy re- 
lating to the churches in Jamaica which 
it is desirable to correct. We must, 
however, first acknowledge the kind 
spirit in which they are written, and the 
testimonies they contain of the useful 
labours of the baptist missionaries in 
that island. Mr. Candler, who is a mem- 
ber of the society of friends, visited the 
West Indies at the same time as Mr. J. 
J. Gurney, and like him went out for the 
express purpose of inquiring into the 
condition of the recently emancipated 
negroes, and ascertaining the way in 
which the funds at the disposal of the 
society of friends might be most satis- 
factorily applied on their behalf. These 
extracts from Mr. Candler’s journal is- 
sued from the press during his absence, 
and thus it happened that impressions 
were promulgated which information 
subsequently acquired by the writer 
gréatly modified. 

Speaking of the pecuniary support of 
ministers and missionaries, having ob- 
served that the church of England clergy 
are paid their stipend out of the island 
chest, and that “these stipends, with 
the salary of the bishop and archdeacon, 
and other ecclesiastical demands for new 
churches and chapels, schoolrooms, and 
national schools, swallow up about 
£50,000 per annum, or one-eighth of the 
whole reyenue of Jamaica,” Mr. Candler 
added, 


“ By the voluntary system a much larger 
sum than this is raised aunually in contribu- 
tions from the black and coloured people at- 
tached to dissenting chapels. The members and 
inquirers of the baptist congregations, 46,000 in 
number, make a stated contribution of one shil- 
ling each, monthly, besides an additional ‘shilling 
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tickets; and those who are well to do in the 
world subscribe extra sums for special purposes, 
My belief is, that the baptists and methodists, 
who are in actual connexion, pay for church 
purposes of all kinds not less than 20s. per an- 
num each, yielding an income to these twe 
bodies alone of nearly £70,000 per annum. 
The other classes of dissenters from the estab- 
lished church depend more on extrinsic support, 
but these bodies probably receive £10,000 per 
annum from the people here. These sums, 
which at first view appear large, are devoted to 
several different objects; a considerable part is 
applied to the building of chapels and meeting- 
houses, which in this country is attended with 
great expense ; a chapel for 600 persons costing 
at least £1500 sterling. The building of school- 
rooms, and the support of schoolmasters and 
schoolmistresses, is another important item, as 
the Baptist Missionary Society allows nothing 
on this head from England, and the other mis- 
sionary societies only part of the expense; and 
the day-schools are numerous. Some part of 
these congregational funds is devoted to the 
support of the missionaries and their families, 
several of whom depend entirely on what they 
receive from the people, drawing no part of 
their income from the societies at home; and 
their expenses, in some instances, are necessarily 
large, as they are compelled to keep many 
horses, and travelling in Jamaica is very costly, 
both for horse and man. ‘Then we may enume- 
rate the repairs of buildings, salaries to door~ 
keepers, grants to missionary societies, and the 
help of the sick and infirm poor.”—Part LI. 


pp. 19, 


- We have before us a correction of this 
statement from Mr. Candler’s own pen, 
in a letter to a correspondent who as- 
sures us that it will be quite agreeable to 
the writer that it should be made public. 


“ Let the following passage be considered as 
my amended one, ‘The members and inquir- 
ers of the baptist congregations, 46,000 in num- 
ber, make a stated contribution of sixpence or a 
shilling monthly, and some of them a shilling 
at the renewal of their quarterly ticket: those 
who are well to do in the world subscribe extra 
sums for special purposes, My belief is, that 
the baptists and methodists who are in actual 
connexion pay for church purposes of all kinds 
about twelve shillings per annum each, yielding 
an income to those two bodies of about £42,000 
per annum.’ 

“ The larger sums mentioned in my journal 
were arrived at by my unhappily generalizing 


from a particular fact or two, before I had found 


each per quarter for renewing their membership | the opportunity of putting my figures to the 
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test of rigid inquiry. Forgive me this wrong: 
I will endeavour to avoid all such errors for the 
future. 

“ If you ask me, what proportion of this sum 
would fall to {the baptist connexion, I should 
say, probably £25,000 of it. I have a list of 
the supposed contributions to your several dis- 
tricts which I went over with one of your mis- 
sionaries ; this is of course a private document, 
but it exhibits nearly the above result. The 
members of the Wesleyan churches in Jamaica 
are in number 24,000: these members contri- 

buted in the year 1839 an average of 8s. 63d, 
each, exclusive of subscriptions for the mission 
and chapel building, and I believe for schools. 
Can I be wrong in estimating the total receipts 
of that body at £17,000? But whilst I had 
overrated the contributions paid to the baptists 
and Wesleyans, I had greatly underrated the 
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amount received by other denominations. This 
should probably be £18,000 rather than £10,000, 
making the total sum received by all the mis- 
sionary bodies about £60,000 per annum’ a noble 
result and highly to the credit of the people 
who so freely contribute.” 


An excessive estimate of the ease with 
which money may be raised in Jamaica 
for religious purposes cannot fail to ope- 
rate injuriously on British benevolence. 
It would be unkind and impolitic to 
withdraw assistance entirely from Ja~- 
maica at present ; but we hope and be- 
lieve that Mr. Candler is correct in his 
prediction, that “ the time will soon ar- 
rive when this island will be quite inde- 
pendent of all pecuniary aid from Eng- 
land.” 
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The Connexion and Harmony of the Old and 
New Testaments; being an Inquiry into the 
Relation, literal and doctrinal, in which these 
two parts of the Sacred Volume stand to each 
other. By W.Linpsay ALEXANDER, M.A., 
Edinburgh. London: 8yvo. pp. 510. Price 
12s. 


Our notice of this work has been delayed by 
a desire to give it such a review as might do 
justice to its merits. Finding that this is not 
practicable at present, and that several months 
have elapsed since it appeared, we now say that 
it contains much substantial information on the 
snbjects to which it refers. It consists of lec- 
tures delivered in the Congregational Library in 
Blomfield Street, the seventh of a series of an- 
nual courses, “ partaking rather of the character 
of academic prelections than of popular ad- 
dresses.” Assuming the divine anthority of 
both the Old and New Testaments, it has been 
Mr. Alexander’s aim to show “that both belong 
to the same national literature; and that on the 
composition of the latter, a great influence has 
been exerted by the familiarity of its human 
authors with the former; that both teach the 
unity of the divine existence ; but, at the same 
time, intimate the mysterious fact of a plurality 
in that‘ unity: the New Testament more fully 
and dogmatically ; the Old generally by hints 
and intimations, and, in one or two instances, 
by more express and explicit statement ;—that 
both present the same view of the moral charac- 
ter a God, as holy, just, and good; and of the 
relation in which man stands to him, as one who 
has broken his law, insulted his government, 
and merited his displeasure ;—that the penalt 
denounced against sin in both, and which bot 


assure us man has incurred and deserves to re- 
ceive is, eternal death—exclusion during the 
whole course of his being from the love and fa- 
vour of God ;—that both, representing God as 
full of love, announce the glorious fact, that he 
has found a way for the display of that love in 
the salvation of sinners, whereby so great an 
act of mercy has been rendered consistent with 
the claims of his government and law ;—and 
that both announce the great truth, that by the 
incarnation of the Son of God, and his substitu- 
tion on our behalf, this way of salvation has 
been opened up,—the Old Testament by pro- 
mises, predictions, and types; the New Testa- 
ment, by the history of our Lord and the state- 
ment of his doctrines, in which all these pro- 
mises have been fulfilled, and all these types 
substantiated.” In travelling to these conclu- 
sions, the quotations from the Old Testament 
in the New, the Messianic prophets the na- 
ture of types, and other difficult subjects, are 
discussed with both learning and original 
thought, in a manner which, if not equally satis- 
factory in all cases, will be found uniformly in- 
teresting to intelligent readers. 


Annotations on some of the Messianic Psalms ; 
from the Commentary of Rosenmiiller ; with the 
Latin Version and Notes of Dathe. Trans- 
lated by Robert Johnson. To which are pre- 
fixed, an Introduction and Preface, Edin- 
burgh: pp. 320. Price 7s. 6d. 

The Psalms in which Rosenmiiller acknow- 
ledged a reference to Messiah are the second, 
sixteenth, forty-fifth, seventy-second, and hun- 
dred and tenth. To the illustration of these 
he brings immense learning and critical skill 
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but his views of the duty of a commentator, | 


and we fear it may be added the current of his 
thoughts, ig the manifestation of the 
slightest affection for the object of the Psalm- 
ist’s delighted anticipations. | Hengstenberg, 
whose introdaction to the book of Psalms occu- 
pies about one third of the volume, is a safer 
guide; but, though the volume will be found 
exceedingly valuable to the higher classes of 
Wistlogienl students, we cannot recommend it 
to beginners in biblical criticism, or to the pub- 
lic at large. It constitutes the thirty-second 
volume of the Biblical Cabinet. 


The Life of Christians during the -first three 
centuries of the Church. A series of sermons 
on Church History. By Dr. Cur. Lupw. 
Covarp. Translated from the German by 
Leopold J. Bernays, Edinburgh: pp. 285. 
Price 5s. 

Dr. Couard of Berlin, believing that the his- 
tory of the early Christians would furnish matter 
for valuable pulpit instruction, delivered a series 
of discourses to his congregation which Mr. 
Bernays has translated, and the publisher of the 
Biblical Cabinet has presented to the British 
public. ‘The volume will be acceptable to many 
readers, but especially to ministers, who may 
derive from it hints which will be useful in di- 
recting their thoughts to a class of subjects and 
illustrations not very commonly employed in 
their sermons. In treating many ticctegical 
topics the best German writers display feeble- 
ness and contractedness of thought in compari- 
son with the English nonconforming divines of 
the two last centuries; but the style of pulpit 
address among them is so very different from 
that which prevails among us, that there is an 
aspect of novelty in a work of this nature which 
we should not find in one of home production. 
We are indebted to this work for some excellent 
pages in our essay department on the views 


which the early Christians entertained of their 
vocation. 


An Exposition, with Practical Observations on 
the Book of Proverbs. By Marrurw Henry. 
Edited by a Christian Minister. London: 
Snow. 8yo. pp. 250. 


Any work which would recommend the Book 
of Proverbs to the young, as their guide in the 
daily avocations of life, we should esteem a 
blessing to society ; and Matthew Henry’s illus- 
trations of this part of scripture are ingenious 
and pointed, To arrange this portion of Henry’s 
Exposition in the most natural and useful form, 
so as to be accessible and intelligible to the 
youngest reader, has been the laudable design 
of the editor of this volume; and though his 
arrangement might haye been more systematic 
and distinct than it is, and an index should haye 
been added indicating the place in which any 
verse in any chapter might be found, yet his 
labour has been well employed. We cordially 
recommend it as a family book, suited to persons 
ot every age and every station, 


Notes on the Scripture Lessons for 1842. Ja- 


nuary. London: 12mo. pp. 12. Price 8s, 
per hundred. id sree 


On a subsequent page will be found a list of 
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scripture lessons recommended by the Sunday 
School Union for the successive Lord’s days of 
the year. The plan is excellent, combining the 

advantages of expository and systematical in- 

struction; and it will conduce, we doubt not, 

to promote materially the efficiency of sabbath 

schools, The Notes before us are published 

under the same auspices; and, if the number 

for the present month is a fair specimen, the 

series will confer an important benefit both on 

the pupils and their teachers. ‘The explanatory 

remarks are solid and judicious; the practical 

deductions are pertinent and interesting; and 

the illustrations and questions are applicable to 

the purpose for which they are designed. While 

we earnestly commend them to the attention of © 
superintendents and teachers in sabbath schools, 

we are persuaded that parents who instruct their 

children at home on the Lord’s day, and the 

heads of boarding-schools, will find it advan- 

tageous to avail themselves of the aid which 

this small publication offers. We are informed 

that each number will be ready for delivery a 

month before it is required for use; for ex- 

ample, the number containing the instructions 

for February is to be issued on the first day of 
January. 


The Countess D’ Auvergne, or Sufferings of the 
Protestants in France in the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury. By Carurrine Ponsonpy, Author 
of “The Mysteries of Providence and the 
Triumphs of Grace,’ “The Prospect, or 
Scenes of Real Life.” Edinburgh: Whyte 
and Co. 12mo. pp. 400. 


The “Countess d’Auvergne” is a fictitious 
personage, but the author had in view, she tells 
us, a noble French lady of great worth, a pa- 
troness and succourer of the persecuted Hugue- 
nots. Our judgment is altogether opposed to 
historical romances, in which fiction is design- 
edly blended with fact; but we are willing to 
acknowledge that this tale is written with 
ability, and that its faults are not so much 
faults of the individual work as of the class to 
which it belongs. 


The First Book of the Disciple Class, contain- 
ing a general outline of Christian Duties. By 
C. Srover. London: Ward, 24mo. pp. 67. 


In an imaginary conversation between him- 
self, as pastor, and some who have been “ad- 
mitted to the sacraments and fellowship of the 
church,” the writer explains the position they 
must occupy, the mercy it supposes, the duties 
it originates, and the prospects that lie before 
them. His design is to communicate to his 
people elevated views of the privileges to which 
they have been introduced by union with Christ, 
and of the obligations consequently devolving 
upon them. 


The Union Tune Book. A. Selection of Psalm 
and Hymn Tunes, suitable for use in Congre- 
gations and Sunday Schools. Arranged by 
Tuomas Crark of Canterbury. London: 
1842. Price 10s. ‘Cloth. , 


In this improved edition of a work which has 
been some time before the public, and has met 
with great acceptance, fifty-seven tunes are re- 
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jected as not perfectly suitable to the present 
state of musical knowledge amongst those for 
whom the book is designed, and others of a su- 
perior order are inserted in their places. The 
number of tunes is augmented also to three 
hundred and seventy-one, chiefly by the addi- 
tion of compositions to suit popular hymns in 
peculiar metres. It is a handsome volume, and 
in every respect adapted to answer the purpose 
of the committee under whose auspices it ap- 
pears. 


Estimates of Missions, in Heaven, Earth, and 
Hell. By An Old Fashioned Family. Lon- 
don: 12mo. pp. 24. Price 2d. 


“ We had often looked with our own eyes at 
the missionary field,” says the writer, “ but had 
never surveyed it through the glasses of heaven, 
earth, and hell.” ‘Wherever the glasses used on 
the present occasion may have been obtained, 
they seem to be rather defective, as the opera- 
tions of the London Missionary Society are the 
only operations which they have exhibited 
clearly. As to baptist efforts to do good to the 
heathen, if there is any‘reference to them, the 
glasses were decidedly yellow when the observa- 
tions were made; but we indulge the hope that 
our suspicion of the meaning of one passage is 
not correct, and that there is no allusion to 
baptist missions in the tract. 


The History of the Jews, from the Call of Abra- 
ham to the Birth of Christ. London: 2 vols. 
12mo. pp. 384 and 432. Price 10s. 


Several well-known publications of the Reli- 
gious Tract Society are comprised in these two 
yolumes, blended into one continuous narrative. 
“ The Patriarchs,” “ The Journeys of the Chil- 
dren of Israel,” “The Captivity,” and “ The 
Connexion of the Old and New Testaments ;” 
—works in which the scriptural history is illus- 
trated by references to the writings of ancient 
heathens and Jews—having been revised and 
somewhat enlarged, are here presented to the 
public in a convenient and attractive form. 


Companion for Leisure Hours. London: (Re-~ 
ligious Tract Society) 16mo. pp. 256. Price 
5s. Cloth, gilt. 


A collection of miscellaneous pieces, some 
poetic, some prosaic, biographical, topographical, 
descriptive, and didactic, so placed together and 
embellished that if it be not an “annual,” of 
which there is no intimation, we suppose that 
it must be a perennial. 


Plants. London: (Tract Society) Square 16mo. 
pp- 160. Price 2s. 


This volume includes the little works enti- 
tled, The Seed—The Leaf—The Flower—The 
Fruit—The Grass. 


Histories from Scripture, for Children : exem- 
plified by Appropriate Domestic Tales. By 
Miss Grauam. Second Series, embellished 
with elegant engravings, by T. Williams. 
London: Dean and Munday, Square, 
g2mo. pp. 255. 


Prerry woodcuts, and bad theology. 
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The Wife and Mother ; or, Hints to Married 
Daughters. By A Mother. London: (‘Tract 
Society) 24mo. pp. 366. Price 2s. 6d. 


An excellent present for a new-married wo- 
man. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 


The Northern Baptist ; a Magazine intended for 
the use of the junior members of the Baptist Denom- 
aaa Vol. IV. London: 16mo. pp. 186. Price 

Ss. 


The Baptist Children’s Magazine. 
Series. 1841. Leicester : 
32mo. pp. 376. 


Vol. III, New 
Hull, Harvey, and Co. 


The Congregational Calendar, and Family Almanac, 
for 1842. Compiled pursuant to a vote of the Annual 
Assembly of the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales. London: 12mo. pp. 120. Price 1s. 


Memoir of Emma Notcutt Smith, who died on the 
28th of July, 1841, in the 18th year of her age. 
Bicester : Smith. 16mo. pp. 16. 


The Prospects of Africa. A Sermon preached on 
oceasion of the departure of the Niger Expedition 
from Sierra Leone, at St. George’s Church, Freetown, 
on Monday, June 28, 1841. By the Rev. D. F, Mor- 
GAN, Colonial Chaplain. Printed by request. Lon- 
don: Seeley, 8vo. pp. 31. 


Shells and their Inmates. 


London: ( Tract So- 
ciety) Square \6mo. pp. 214. d. 


Price 3s. 6d. 


The Grass. 


London: (Tract Society) Square 
16mo. pp. 32. 


Price Ad. 


Fox’s Book of Martyrs. Edited by the Rev. Joun 
Cumminc, M,A. Part IX. London: Virtue. 
Royal 8v0. 


Canadian Scenery Illustrated. From Drawings, 
by W. H. Barrier. The Literary department by 
N. P. Wiis, Esq. Part XIX. London: Ato. 
Price 2s, 


The Scenery and Antiquities of Ireland Illustrated. 
From drawings by W. H. Bartuerr. The Literary 
department by N. P. Wixtis, Esq. Part X. Lon- 
don: Virtue. Ato. 


By Joun Rev. 
Lon- 


Outlines of Turkish Grammar. 
Author of “Turkey and the Turks,” &c., &c. 
don: Black and Armstrong. \8mo. pp. 54. 


A Peep at Grammar, for Children. With Ques- 
tions and Exercises. By a Private Teacher. Lon- 
don: 18mo. pp. 36. Price 6d. 


Letters addressed by the Rev. Henry James 
Prince (o his Christian Brethren at St. David's Col- 
lege, Lampeter. Second Edition. Llandovery : 
Rees. 12mo. pp. 64. 
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AMERICA, 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The New York Baptist Advocate says, 
“the following statistics from the ‘ Church 
Almanac for 1842,’ will be convenient for re- 
ference. They indicate the growing prospe- 
rity of the episcopal denomination in_ this 
country. ‘The more numerous they are, how- 
ever, the more deeply do we regret that the 
doctrines of the Oxford Tracts are spreading 
among them.” 


: Bishops. lergy. 
Maine, A, V. Griswold, p.p. 7 
N. Hampshire, 9 
Vermont, J. H. Hopkins, p.p. 26 
Massachusetts, A. V. Griswold, p.p. 52 
Rhode Island, 18 


T. C. Brownell, p.p, LL.D. 92 
B. T. Onderdonk, p.p. 193 
W. 4H, DeLancey,p.p. 90 
G. W. Doane, p.D., LL.D, 43 


Connecticut, 
New York, 
Western N, Y. 
New Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, H. U. Onderdonk, p.p. 105 
Delaware, Alfred Lee, p.D. 10 
Maryland, W. R. Whittingham, p.p, 80 
Virginia, R. C. Moore, p.p. 98 


W. Meade, p.p., Assist. Bp. 


N. Carolina, L.S. Ives, p.p., LL.D. 25 
S. Carolina, CC. E, Gadsden, p.p. 45 
Ohio, C. P. McIlvaine, p.p. 58 
Georgia, S. Elliott, p.p. 10 
Kentucky, B. B. Smith, p.p. 20 
Tennessee, J. H. Otey, p.p. ll 
Mississippi, 9 
Louisiana, L. Polk, p.p. 6 
Michigan, S. A. McCoskry, p.p. 19 
Alabama, L. Polk, p.p. 12 
Illinois, Philander Chase, p.p, 11 


Florida, 7 


Indiana, J. Kemper, p.p. 15 
Missouri, 10 
Wiskonsan, 9 
Towa, 3 
Arkansas, L. Polk, p.p, 4 


Clergy 1,097 
21 


— 


Total number of Clergy 1,118 


Bishops 21 


It will be observed that there are more 
dioceses than bishops. Bishop Griswold of 
Massachusetts administers, in addition, the 
dioceses of Rhode Island, New Hampshire, 


and Maine. Bishop Otey of Tennessee pre- 
sides also over the diocese of Mississippi. 
Bishop Kemper of Missouri, over Iowa, Wis- 
konsan, and Indiana; and Bishop Polk of 
Arkansas, over Louisiana and Alabama. 


CHURCHES AND CHURCH MEMBERS IN BOSTON. 


The following statistics of the churches in 
Boston are given by a writer in the Boston Re- 
corder, 


Churches. Members. 
Orthodox Congregationalists 13 3,750 
Baptist : . . > ao 3,000 
Methodist . ‘ ; a LD) 1,800 
Other Evangelical (including 
Episcopal) : 1,000 
All others, Unitarian, Univer- 
salists, Catholic, &c, 4,600 


Total of all denominations 14,150 
Or, one-sixth of the population. 


NEW CHAPEL. 
NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


On Novy. 24, 1841, a new baptist chapel 
called the Tabernacle was opened in the 
above town, and divine service was performed 
therein on that and the [following day. Ser- 
mons were delivered by the Revs. T. Davies, 
Victoria ; J. James, Bridgend (English) ; 
E. Evans, Nantyglo; J. Vintin, Llanelli ; 
C. Thompson, Swansea (English) ; D. Da- 
vies, [Swansea ; J. Lawrence, Lantwit: T. 
Morris, Cowbridge; and D. Evans, Velin- 
voel; and prayers and addresses, by the 
Revs. M. Lewis, Salem ; J. Pugh, Siloam ; 
J. Morris, Aberavan ; and 'T. Hopkins, 
Llwyni. This commodious place of worship 
was built by Mr. Titus Jones, minister of the 
second baptist church, Neath. The chapel 
measures within the walls 38 feet by 34, 
with three convenient galleries. The cost of 
its erection was £561; towards which, up- 
wards of £100 have been collected. The con- 
gregations were numerous and respectable. 


NEW CHURCH. 
EDINBURGH. 


The new chapel, Duncan Street, Newing- 
ton, erected for the ministry of the Rev. 
James Clark (late of Guilsborough), was 
opened for public worship on Thursday, Noy. 
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25, when three interesting sermons were 
preached ; that in the morning by the Rev. 
Christopher Anderson ; that in the afternoon 
by the Rev. W. Lindsay Alexander ; and 
that in the evening by the Rev. George 
Johnston. The devotional services were con- 
ducted by the Rey. Messrs. Innes, Wat- 
son, Davies,! Dick, Thompson, and Dr. Pa- 
terson. The chapel is of a Grecian structure ; 
and, in point of substantiality and accommo- 
dation, of comfort and utility, of simplicity 
and real elegance, is a perfect model for all 
places of public worship. It will seat from 
700 to 800 persons. The attendance was 
good, and the collections liberal. 

On the following Wednesday, Dec. 1, a 
new baptist church was formed in the chapel 
recently erected in Duncan Street, Newing- 
ton, consisting of fifteen members. The Rev. 
James Clark presided, when the pastor was 
chosen by the church, and the deacons were 
appointed to their office. The Rev. W. 
Innes, and the Rey. W. L. Alexander were 
present, and both took a part in the devotional 
services of the evening. 


ORDINATIONS. 


BROMPTON. 


The Rev. W. Barnes, having been com- 
pelled by the failure of health, to relinquish 
his engagement as an evangelist, has accepted 
the unanimous invitation of the church meet- 
ing in Alfred Place, Brompton, and was pub- 
licly recognized as its pastor on Friday, Dec. 
10th; when the afternoon service was com- 
menced with reading and prayer by the Rev. 
Joshua Tinson, of Jamaica, after which, the 
Rev. S. J. Davis, of Salter’s Hall, presented 
a lucid view of the constitution of a Christian 
church, and proposed the questions ;{ the 
Rey. E. Steane then commended the pastor 
and people to God, in solemn prayer ; and 
the Rev. W. H.|Murch, D.D., of Stepney 
College, delivered an appropriate and excel- 
lent charge to the minister. In the evening, 
after reading and ‘prayer by the Rev. D. 
Katterns of Hammersmith, the Rey. C. Sto- 
vel addressed the church in a most searching 
and thrilling discourse, from Heb. xiii. 17 ; 
and concluded the deeply interesting engage- 
ments of the day by prayer. 


KENSINGTON. 


The Rev. John Berg of Mill End, near 
Rickmansworth, has accepted the invitation 
of the church at Silver Street, Kensington, 
and intends (D. V.) to enter on the duties of 
the pastoral office in that important sphere 
on the first Lord’s day in January. 
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CRANFIELD, BEDFORDSHIRE, | 


A unanimous invitation to the pastoral 
office in the church at Cranfield has been 
accepted by the Rev, T. Owen, late of Holt, 
Norfolk. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MRS. JONES. 


Died at Caermarthen, Nov. 8, in the thir- 
ty-sixth year of her age, Mary, beloved wife 
of the Rev. H. W. Jones, minister of the baptist 
church at the Tabernacle in that town, leay- 
ing a husband and three young children to 
lament their irreparable loss, So sudden 
and unexpected was her death that she was 
unable to speak but few words during her 
short but heavy affliction ; however, from the 
few broken sentences she uttered, her friends 
around her had eyery reason to believe that 
her hope in Christ proved firm, and that her 
confidence remained steadfast unto the end. 

Mrs. Jones was the eldest daughter of the 
late Rey. Titus Lewis, whose name is still 
dear in all parts of the principality, and who 
the last twelve years of his laborious life was 
pastor of the above church. She was only 
about six years old when three other helpless 
children and herself were bereaved of both 
their father and mother ; but the ever faith- 
ful Father of the fatherless kindly provided 
for their temporal wants ; and likewise bles- 
sed them with religious education. When 
fourteen years old, she was baptized on a pro- 
fession of faith in Christ, and received a mem- 
ber of the Tabernacle church ; from which 
time to the day of her death she was enabled 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. 
Her amiable disposition, her unaffected hu- 
mility, her benevolence and fervent piety 
were such, that her loss is deeply felt, not 
only in her family, but also in the church, 
and by a large circle of friends. On the fol- 
lowing Friday her remains were deposited in 
the jburial-ground attached to the chapel ; 
when the Rey. David D. Evans, Pontrhy- 
dyryn, delivered an appropriate address, and 
the Rev. J. Spencer, Llanelly, engaged in 
prayer ; and on the Sabbath evening Mr. 
Evans improved her death to a crowded con- 
gregation, from 1 Thess. 4, 13, “ That ye sor- 
row not, even as others which have no hope.” 


MRS. MAXWELL, 


Died Nov. 15, 1841, at Elsewick Terrace, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, after a protracted ill- 
ness, which she bore with great patience and 
Christian resignation, Mrs. Agnes Maxwell, 
aged 48. The deceased was for a number of 
years a steady member of Tuthill Stairs bap- 
tist church. 
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MR. JAMES PAXON, 


At Edinburgh, on Sabbath morning, Nov. 
21,1841, of disease of the heart, in the 24th 
year of his age, James Paxon, wood-engraver, 
a member of the Rev. Christopher Anderson’s 
church ; second son of Mr. W. Paxon, se- 
cretary of the Baptist Fund. His hope was 
in Christ. 


MRS, CASEWELL- 


Anne, the wife of the Rev. J. D. Case- 
well, pastor of the baptist church, Oldham, 
died, after a severe illness, on Lord’s 
day, Noy. 28, Her disorder was of such a 
nature as to induce the most acute sufferings ; 
but she evinced singular patience and forti- 
tude in the midst of it all; and never ad- 
verted to what she was called to endure. She 
kept looking to Jesus, and he graciously sus- 
tained her. 

For some years she sat under the ministry 
of that eminent servant of God, the late la- 
mented Samuel Saunders of Liverpool ; by 
him she was baptized and received into the 
church over which he presided. She loved 
her pastor, and whenever he visited her, she 
welcomed him to her residence with Christian 
affection. 

After her husband was publicly set apart 
to the ministry, in Byrom Street, Liverpool, 
on March 31, 1835, she manifested a lively 
sensibility to the increased amount of account- 
ableness devolved upon her, as the result of 
being called to sustain the character and dis- 
charge the duties of a minister’s wife. In 
this capacity she demeaned herself with that 
uniform prudence, meekness, and humility, 
that never fail to secure the love and admi- 
ration of the wise and good. By many of 
her pious friends in America, ‘as well as in 
England, her memory will long be most ten- 
derly cherished. So far as consisted with a 
becoming interchange of friendly visits she 
was eminently a keeper at home, and by her 
industry and economy rendered it cheerful 
and happy. Her religion was simple in its 
character : it did not manifest itself in a pro- 
fusion of pious talk, but it imparted a pecu- 
liar lustre to the private and retired scenes of 
domestic life. She was blessed with much of 
the spirit of her Redeemer, and under its 
influence spoke evil of no man. Her views 
of divine truth were clear and strictly evan- 
gelical, and these rendered her trust in the 
Saviour unwavering and exclusive. She felt 
that she was complete in him, and this assur- 
ance preserved her from distressing and legal 
fears, and diffused a bright and holy calm over 
her spirit. She understood the truth,—* By 
grace are ye saved.” The last words she spoke 
were expressive of the great happiness she 
felt arising from the consciousness that she 
was dying in Jesus. 
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MISS METHUEN. 

Noy. 29, 1841, at her residence, Church 
Street Gateshead-upon-Tyne, Miss Isabella 
Methuen, aged 54. The deceased, who was 
fora long period a consistent member of 
Tuthill Stairs baptist church, Newcastle, has 
bequeathed £10 to be appropriated in equal 
parts between the Sunday school, Missionary 
Society, and poor members and hearers of the 
said chapel, 


———y 


MISCELLANEA. 
PROFITS OF THE MAGAZINE, 


Ata meeting of the proprietors, Dec. 17, 
1841, the following sums were voted to the 
widows of baptist ministers : 


Recommended by 
£4 Rey. J. H. Hinton. 
James Edwards. 
J. B. Shenstone. 
Dr. Murch, 
J. Peacock. 
J. Puntis. 
John James. 
Thos. Thomas. 
E. Williams, 
Thos. King. 
Wm, Jenkins, 
Evan Probert. 
J. B. Cox. 
Samuel! Green. 
Benj. Price, 
Wm. Gray. 
Wm. Morrell. 
Thos. Bliss. 
Stephen Price. 
James Richards, 
Enoch Price. 
John D. Carrick. 
David Williams, 
Rob. Allsop, 
F. A. Cox, D.D. 
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THE LONDON BAPTIST BUILDING FUND. 


The half-yearly meeting of this society was 
held in Paternoster Row, on Tuesday evening 
the 14th of December, 1841; when J oseph 
Fletcher, Esq., took the chair, and the fol- 
lowing grants proposed by the cominittee, 
were unanimously confirmed. 


To Snailbeach, Salop...... Hi cease £25 
Exeter, Devout 2. 2155. aeae 60 
xrimseat, Northampton ......... 15 
Framsden, Suffolk........-....c000. 40 
Lianriangle, Croyddyn.......... 20 
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Crewkerne, Somerset ...........5 £50 
Halshom Le Willows, Suffolk... 80 
New Romney, Kent.............. 30 


Northampton (Zion Chapel) ... 80 


The cases in arrear are numerous and most 
deserving ; and it is hoped that the effort of 
the churches to meet their necessities will be 
strenuous and effective. 

C. Srovet, 
S.J. Davis, 


h Secretaries. 
Dee. 15, 1841. 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR 
SCOTLAND. 


It appears from the report for 1841, that 
twenty-seven preachers, occupying important 
stations in the highlands and islands of Scot- 
land, are wholly or partially supported by 
this society. It is to be regretted that its 
funds are not in a more prosperous state, as 
its labours appear to be necessary and effec- 
tive. Mr. L. Mackintosh, the society’s col- 
lector, is in this part of the country now, soli- 
citing additional contributions. 


KEYSOE, BEDFORDSHIRE. 


One hundred years haying elapsed since 
the erection of the baptist chapel situated at 
Brook-end, Keysoe, the church and congre- 
gation assembling therein celebrated the cen- 
tenary on Wednesday, Oct. 27. 

The services of the day were commenced 
by a prayer-meeting at five o’clock in the 
morning. At eleven in the forenoon an ap- 
propriate sermon was delivered by the Rev. 
Reynold Hogg, who is in his ninetieth year. 
In the afternoon, after-prayer by the Rev. J. 
Reynolds of Isleham, Cambridgeshire, a short 
sketch of the history of the church was read 
by the pastor; after which several effective 
speeches were delivered by the ministers pre- 
sent. In the evening, the Rey. J. Reynolds 
preached. 

The following ministers assisted in the in- 
teresting services of the day—Rev. T, Robin- 
son, S. Hawkins, J. Hindes, Bailey, M. W. 
Flanders, S. Wells, and H. Bottle. 

This church was formed about the year 
1652. It suffered severely in the persecution 
which followed the Happy Restoration; its 
pastor, the Rev. J. Donne (who was ejected 
from the living of the adjoining parish of 
Pertenhall in 1662), with some of his people, 
namely, James Rogers, Thomas Haynes, and 
Simon Haynes, were, for some years, fellow- 
prisoners with John Bunyan in Bedford 
gaol. Though the weather was very unfa- 
vourable, the congregations were large 
throughout the day. 

LITTLE WILD STREET, 

On Monday evening, Noy. 15, the 150th 
anniversary of the baptist church in Little 
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Wild Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields (founded 
Nov. 15, 1691) was celebrated by a tea- 
meeting of the members and friends in the 
meeting-house; after which, a public meeting 
was held, the pastor, the Rey. C. Wollacott, 
in the chair, The Rey. J. Cozens having 
implored the divine blessing, Mr. Wollacott 
delivered an address, containing an historical 
account of the church, and its eminent minis- 
ters; John Piggott, Dr. Gifford, Dr. Joseph 
Stennett, Dr. Samuel Stennett, and others. 
He was followed by Mr. Paxon, the senior 
deacon, who gaye an account of some of the 
deacons and eminent members of the church 
John Taylor, Samuel Burch, Dr. John Ward, 
Allen Eyans, James Smith, and others. 
After which, the following resolutions were 
passed :— 


“J. That the third jubilee of the baptist 
church in Little Wild Street, founded in 
1691, three years after, and one of the fruits 
of, the glorious revolution in 1688, awakens 
in our minds, as protestant dissenters, the 
most devout gratitude to Almighty God, for 
the special providence which, by the acces- 
sion of King William III. to the throne of 
these realms, put an end to the sufferings 
which our forefathers had so long endured for 
their faith in Christ and attachment to the 
cause of religious liberty; and secured to 
protestant dissenters the right of worshipping 
God according to the dictates of their own 
conscience. 

“TI. That the continuance of this church 
for 150 years, amidst many vicissitudes, dur- 
ing which time several sister churches have 
arisen from it, and many eminently useful 
and holy ministers have gone forth from it, 
and its constant and steady attachment to 
‘the faith once delivered to the saints,’ de- 
mands our thanksgiving, and is a fitting op- 
portunity to erect our Ebenezer in grateful 
acknowledgments to that God who has hith- 
erto helped us. 

“TII, That although the present state of 
the church calls for humiliation and prayer, 
it is not such as to warrant despondency; 
and this jubilee will be best improved by a 
new, a united, and vigorous self-consecration 
of pastor, deacons, and members, to the ad- 
vancement of its interests, and the glory of 
God.” 


In moving and supporting these resolutions 
the meeting was addressed by the Rey. 
Messrs. G. Pritchard, W. H. Black, R. W. 
Overbury, J. Belcher, and W. Elliott ; and 
Messrs. Braden, Oliver, Penny, Poole, and 
others. The meeting concluded with singing 
and prayer. 
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HALL GREEN, YORKSHIRE, 


On the 28th of November, the baptist 
chapel at Hall Green, Haworth, Yorkshire, 
was re-opened, after having been enlarged by 
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the erection of an additional commodious 
gallery behind the pulpit. On the same day, 
a new organ, of an elegant design and admir- 
able tone, was opened in the same place. 
The services of the day were conducted by 
the Rey. F. W. Dyer of Pontefract, late of 
Lockwood, who preached two sermons on the 
oceasion, and by the Rev. M. Saunders, pas- 
tor of the church. Notwithstanding the un- 
favourable state of the weather, the congrega- 
tions were overflowing, and the sum of 
£42 12s, 103d. was collected, in addition to 
£140 the friends had previously contributed 
towards the expense of the alteration. The 
new gallery being coved, and forming an el- 
liptical arch, has not only greatly improved 
the appearance of the chapel, but contributes 
to the ease of the speaker in a surprising de- 
gree. It may be added, that while the 
preacher has far less labour, the people can 
hear him much more distinctly. ‘This obser- 
vatlon is made as a hint in the building of 
places of worship. A methodist minister of 
this township, in expressing some days ago 
his approbation of the alteration, stated that 
in those Wesleyan chapels “ where the pulpit 
was somewhat advanced from the wall, and a 
cove behind, the preacher could be heard by 
a thousand more people.” 


PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, SHOREDITCH. 


The second anniversary of the settlement 
of the Rey. W. Miall over the church assem- 
bling in the above place, was celebrated by a 
social meeting of the members in the vestry 
of the chapel, Noy. 26; on which occasion he 
was presented with “ Horne’s Introduction 
to the Critical Study and Knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures,” in 4 vols., as a testimony 
of their attachment and esteem, 

A short time previously, the members of the 
Female Bible Class presented him with the 
new and elegant edition of Fuller’s Works; 
and the Juvenile Bible Class with the “ An- 
tiquities of Egypt.” 


BAPTISM OF AN INDEPENDENT MINISTER. 


_ The Rey. J. Mountford, minister of the 
independent church, Whitewell, Herts, was 
recently immersed at the meeting-house, Lu- 
ton, by the Rey. H. Burgess. Mr. Mount- 
ford is about to leave Whitewell, and is open 
to the invitation of churches in our denomi- 
nation who require a minister, 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE CHRISTIAN UNION. 


The members of the “ Gloucestershire 
Christian Union,” a society whose leading ob- 
ject is the diffusion of the gospel by means of 
open-air preaching, have in the last three 
years preached to 57,000 persons in the open 
air, 18,000 of whom it is computed never, or 
very occasionally, attend divine worship ; 
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43,000 tracts also have been distributed. I 
is to be regretted that a similar moyement 1s 
not made by the ministers of the two denomi- 
nations in the other counties of our land. 
Upwards of fifty ministers are connected with 
the society. The treasurer, the Rev. J. Bur- 
der of Stroud, or the secretary, the Rev. 
W. J. Crisp of Thornbury, will be happy to 
afford any information that may lead to like 
efforts in other parts of the kingdom. 


RESIGNATIONS. 

The Rey. B.C. Young is under the painful 
necessity of resigning his oversight of the 
baptist church at Newport, Isle of Wight, 
owing to the continued bad health of his be- 
loved partner, arising from the humidity of 
the climate, 


The Rey. S. Packer has resigned his pas- 
toral charge at Providence Chapel, Chatham. 


MARRIAGES. 
At Tyler Street Meeting, Hitchin, by the 
Rey. John Broad, Nov. 1, 1841, Mr. Puinie 
Lane of Offey to ReBecca Hout of Hitchin. 


At York Chapel, Swansea, by the Rev. Chas. 
Thompson, Nov. 5, Mr. Wini1am Pinn of 
Wiveliscomb, Somerset, to Miss Racurt Mr- 
CHAEL of Swansea, a converted Jewess, who was 
baptized on a public profession of her faith in 
Christ some time since, and added to the church 
under Mr. Thompson’s care. 


At the baptist chapel, St, Alban’s, by the 
Rev. William Upton, Nov. 10, Mr. JoserH 
Emery of Chelsea to Miss ANNE GREGORY of 
St. Alban’s, 


At the baptist chapel, Eythorne, by the 
Rev. W. Copley, Nov. 18, Mr. Joun Marks of 
Dover to Miss CoHARLoTTE Best of Burfree- 
stone, Kent. 


At Tile house Street Meeting, Hitchin, Nov. 
29, 1841, by the Rey. John Broad, the Rev. 
ABRAHAM WykE of Westmancote, Worcester- 
shire, to Miss Sucars of Hitchin, 


At the baptist chapel, Ashford, Kent, Dec. 8, 
1841, by the Rev. Thomas Davis, Mr. Joun 
Bran to Saran, youngest daughter of Mr. 
Joun Crover, upwards of half a century a 
member, and for many years a deacon, of the 
baptist church in that town. 

At the baptist chapel, Loughton, Dec. 9, by 
the Rev. S. Brawn, Mr. Witu1am SEARL to 
Mary Any, eldest daughter of Mr. Funuer, 
both of Loughton, 


At the Tabernacle chapel, Cardiff, Dec. 21, 
by the Rev. David Jones, Mr. Jonn Jones of 
Risca, Monmouthshire, to JANE, daughter of 
the late Mr. Joyn Evans of Roath, and grand- 
daughter of the late Rey. John Hier, baptist 
minister, Castletown, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON I. TIMOTHY iil. 16. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Srr.—In the course of my reading 
I came to that magnificent passage of in- 
spired writ, ‘ And without controversy great 
is the mystery of godliness : God was mani- 
fest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into 
glory,” 1 Tim. iii,16. Yes, thought I, in- 
comprehensibly great and glorious indeed! 
Amongst all the speculations of the human 
mind none can compare in point of moral 
beauty and sublimity to the mystery of the 
gospel. That the eternal Son of God should 
condescend to assume our nature, and in 
that nature obey and suffer for us sinners 
and for our salvation, and with an ultimate 
design to exhibit the boundless riches of 
wisdom, power, love, and merey which 
would otherwise have remained hid in God, 
is a theme for eternal admiration and joy. 

“ Justified in (or by) the Spirit.” ‘This 
also I understood, and it was a delightful 
consideration. He was justified by the 
Spirit in his baptism when the Spirit of God 
descended like a dove and lighted upon 
him; and whenat the same time a voice 
was heard from heaven saying, ‘‘ This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased,” 
Matt. iii. 16,17. He was justified by the 
Spirit in the immaculate purity of his life 
and manners from the beginning to the end 
of his mortal days: answering to the de- 
scription of the angel, Lukei. 35, and to the 
declaration of the apostle, Johni. 14. He 
was also justified by the Spirit in those amaz- 
ing miracles of love and merey which he 
wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
who was ‘“‘ given of the Father to him with- 
out measure.” He was justified by the Spi- 
rit when ‘ through the eternal Spirit he of- 
fered himself without spot to God,’’ Heb. 
ix. 14. He wasjustified by the Spirit when 
he was ‘‘ declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the Spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead,” Rom. i. 4. 
In all these things, which may be regarded 
as the operations of the eternal Spirit in and 
through our Sayiour’s humanity, he was jus- 
tified inthe sight of men and angels, as it 
regards his claims as the Son of God and 
the Saviour of men, It was manifest to all 
that were not violently and wickedly preju- 
diced against the truth that he was neither 
a designing impostor, nor a wild fanatic; 
but what he professed himself to be, the 
true Messias. Hencethe soldiers that were 


sent to take him on one occasion returning to 
the chief priests an answer to the question, 
why they had not brought him (Jesus), re- 
plied ; * Never man spake like this man.” 
And the centurion so soon as Jesus had ex- 
pired, exclaimed, “Truly this was the Son 
of God.” 

“Seen of angels.” Up to this point I 
had understood the passage ; but here | con- 
fess I was at a loss. According to the com- 
mon acceptation of the term angels, I could 
not see how it harmonized with the other 
parts of the verse. That Jesus was seen of 
angels at his birth, temptation, agony, re- 
surrection, and ascension, is an interesting 
fact. But isit the fact which isintended to 
be conveyed in this passage ? Is it an essen- 
tial part of the great and incontrovertible 
mystery of godliness, that Jesus was seen 
of angels? Is it of similar importance to 
the other great facts which are here insisted 
ont Would the gospel mystery have been 
essentially incomplete without it? I think 
not. Surely, then, the allusion must be to 
the first disciples, and the apostles of our 
Lord, who were chosen by him to be wit- 
nesses of all that he said and did; in or-_ 
der that they might go forth and testify 
the same in preaching the kingdom of hea- 
ven, If this were the meaning, then the 
whole passage would appear harmonious. 
It was an essential part of the gospel mys- 
tery that the apostles should be eye-witnesses 
of Christ, in order that they might say with 
John, “ That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, of the Word 
of life; that which we have seen and beard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and his Son Jesus 
Christ,” 1 John i. 1—3. Take away the link 
and the chain of evidence by which the 
truth of Christianity is supported would fall 
to the ground. See Acts i. 8.21, 22. But 
will the original word admit such an inter- 
pretation? According to Schleusner the 
word dyyerog signifies, 1. Any one who car- 
ties the commands of one person to another. 
2, An inquisitor. 3. Any interpreter of the 
divine will, minister of divine word, or 
teacher, or president of the church. Under 
this last meaning of the term, I found the 
very statement now under consideration, #4n 
ayyehos, thus paraphrased ; “He allowed 
himself to be seen by the apostles, after his 


resurrection.” Gal. iv. 14, Rey. i. 20 were 
also referred to. 
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Turning to ‘‘ Macknight on the A postolical 
Epistles,” I found him still clearer on the 
point. Onthe expression, ‘* Was seen of 
angels” he notes ‘‘that is of ‘the apostles 
and of the other witnesses who were ap- 
pointed to publish and testify his resurrec- 
tion to the world ; and who are here called 
(dyyec, angels) messengers for the same rea- 
son that John the Baptist is so called, Luke 
vii. 27, ‘ This is he of whom it is written, 
Behold I send (dyyedov ou my angel) my 
messenger before thy face ;’ see also Luke 
ix. 52, where the messengers whom Jesus 
sent before him into a village of the Samari- 
tans are called dyyedous, angels, without the 
article, as in this passage. Yet I have not 
ventured_to alter the common translation, 
because ¥ cannot tell whether the apostle 
may not have had in his eye those angels 
who, during his ministry, saw the Son of 
God manifested in the flesh ; those also who, 
after his resurrection, saw him manifested in 
the same manner.” 

Is there any thing improbable or improper, 
Mr. Editor, in the supposition that under 
the term messenger, the literal rendering of 
the Greek dyyzd0s, both are included? We 
are told, Eph. iii. 10, that the gospel dispen- 
sation is so ordered “ to the intent that now 
unto the principalities and powers in the 
heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God.” Is 
it not probable. then, that the angels, as they 
were to a certain extent messengers to men, 
so especially were they such to the upper 
world, of the incarnation, &c. of our Lord 2? 
But the other and the principal allusion I 
submit is, as we have seen, to the apostles 
and others, who were messengers and wit- 
nesses of these things to the world. 

There were heavenly messengers and earthly 
messengers in the transaction, and the part 
that each took attests at once the grandeur 
and the incontrovertibleness of the mystery 
of godliness. It will be observed that this 
interpretation suits what follows. By 
these messengers, i.e. the apostles, who 
wereeye-witnessesof Christ, he was preached 
unto the gentiles, The result was that he 
“ was believed on in the world,” and the 
gospel’mystery was consummated when “he 
was received up into glory ;” from whence 
also he shall come again to be glorified in 
his saints, and admired in all them that 
believe. 

Tam, dear Sir, yours truly, 
R. W, OVERBURY. 

Nov. 10, 1841. 


OULTON CHAPEL, CUMBERLAND. 
(To the Bditor of the Baptist Magazine.) 


My pear Brorner,—As a paragraph ap- 
peared a few weeks ago in “ The Patriot,” 
stating that a Mr. Redmayne had renounced 


a 


antipeadobaptism, and had transmitted to me 
the title-deeds of the baptist chapel at Oulton 
where he had preached, lest mistakes should 
arise from the manner in which the announce- 
ment is made, I haye thought it needful to 
write you a few particulars, 

The baptist chapel in the village of Oulton, 
two miles from Wigton, was built in 1722, 
and, with the burying-ground around, was 
given for the fuse of our denomination for 
ever. There was also left an endowment, 
which at present amounts to about £25 
yearly. The terms of the endowment were, 
that it should be paid to the minister at Oul- 
ton so long as there was a church there; and 
should it become extinct, the endowment was 
to go to the nearest church. A good many 
years ago it became extinct, and the endow- 
ment went to Broughton, sixteen miles dis- 
tant ; so that one man supplied both places, 
till within a few years back ; when Mr. Red- 
mayne came to Wigton, and got the chapel 
repaired, and supplied it once a fortnight, till 
lately. Mr. Redmayne was formerly an in- 
dependent minister at Bishop’s Auckland, 
and only a few years ago joined the baptists. 
Haying no immediate prospect of a charge, 
he came to Wigton, and began to preach 
there and at Oulton, But he never obtained 
the endowment; it still remained with the 
minister at Broughton, the late Mr. Samuel 
Raston; and, from various causes, he has 
never been recognized as a minister of our 
body. The result was, he was obliged to re- 
sort to secular employ for the support of his 
family; and now, this year, he has renounced 
connexion with us. 

As to the endowment, I may add, that for 
four years back, since Mr. Raston’s death, 
it has lain dormant, in consequence of un- 
pleasantness between the trustees and the 
present minister at Broughton; so that it is 
lying dead to the ;}denomination. How it is 
to be recovered is at present difficult to say. 
I believe by the words of the deed it is ne- 
cessary there should be a church, and if there 
were it could be claimed. I wish very much 
the Home Mission would send a wise man, 
who might labour both at Wigton and Oulton, 
and raise a church. Wigton is a town of five 
or six thousand, Oulton is a most interesting. 
station, a venerable chapel, which will hold 
more than a hundred; no other place of wor- 
ship of any description in all the village ; no 
one to attend to the souls of the people but 
he who ministers in our chapel. There is also 
an interesting Sunday-school in it carried on 
by the independents in the chapel. The sup- 
ply of preaching at present is mere accident. 
A young man of some gifts, and whom I 
baptized some months ago, and who has a 
desire for the work of the ministry, preaches 
there. He resides at Wigton, but should he 
leave, the place is left destitute. Can nothing 
be done? Have we not preachers in villages 
where there is no chapel and little prospect ? 
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But here is an ancient chapel, and ndt the 
smallest opposition from any party, and a 
prospect of £25 yearly, and many interesting 
villages all around, besides the town of Wig- 
ton. And shall nothing be done? Is the 
chapel to stand empty? Is the endowment 
to be lost? I believe were proper means 
employed, and a useful man sent, neither the 
trustees nor the minister at Broughton would 
stand in the way. 
Yours fraternally, 
EF, JOHNSTONE. 

1841. 


25, 


Carlisle, Nov. 


ON THE BATH SOCIETY FOR AGED AND INFIRM 
MINISTERS, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Str,—Will you permit me, through 
the medium of your valuable miscellany, to 
address our pastors and churches once more 
on the subject of the Bath Society, as I have 
deemed some additional observations neces- 
sary on the nature of its rules, &c. 

One object of my previous communication, 
with that of our esteemed brother, Delta, is 
answered. Considerable attention is awak- 
ened, and the numerous letters I have received 
from brethren on the subject, show that some 
interest is felt in the society, and that a move- 
ment is about to be made in aid of its funds, 
The inquiries which have been made show 
me, however, the necessity of giving publicity 
to the following rules, which I quote from the 
last annual report. 


Rule I. That any beneficiary member, ap- 
pearing to be permanently incapable of statedly 
exercising the pastoral or ministerial office, by 
reason of age or infirmity, shall be entitled to 
benefits according to the rules of this society. 

Rule Il, That application shall be made an- 
nually, one month before the annual meeting, 
on behalf of any member entitled to benefits 
from this society, by letter addressed to the 
secretary, who shall communicate such claim to 
the committee at their next meeting ; and any 
member, retaining the pastoral office, and claim- 
ing benefit from this society, shall, at the time 
of making application to the secretary, forward 
a certificate, signed by a majority of the mem- 
bers present at a church meeting, to be held ac- 
cording to public notice given for that special 
purpose, signifying their approbation and con- 
sent to his holding the pastoral office while 
claiming such benefit. 

Rule XIV. That when the annual income of 
this society, after payment of all current ex- 
penses, shall amount to £150, one half thereof 
shall be disposable to claimants according to the 
rules; when such income is £300, two-thirds; 
when such income is £500, four-fifths; and 


when such income is £1,000, then the whole 
shall be so disposable, 

Rule XV. ‘That the disposable funds of this 
society shall be divided among the several 
claimants entitled to benefits according to the 
rules thereof, in equal proportions. 


Such are the rules which properly refer to 
the regulations of the funds of the society ; 
while I would state, that every subscriber of 
one guinea per annum isa member; and that 
every pastor of a baptist church may join this 
society by the payment of his annual guinea, 
with interest, from the time of his ordination, 
before the next annual meeting on the first 
Wednesday in June, 

I was prepared to expect that, in your in- 
troducing my former letter, I shottld see the 
expression of different opinions, and on this 
topic no one would wish to prevent discus- 
sion. Our brethren may entertain various 
views, as it regards large societies or small so- 
cieties; whether we shall haye one denomi- 
national society, or one im each of our asso- 
ciations; still, let not our different opinions 
divert us from the object. I should dread 
any controversy, if it tended to harden our 
hearts to suffering humanity, or interfered 
with our combining to raise funds to relieve 
the anxieties of our brethren, or to postpone 
any immediate, decided measures to accom- 
plish this purpose, when it is in the power of 
our pastors and churches. Dear brethren, 
let us not haye this sin laid to our charge, 
that aged piety, and aged ministerial piety, is 
treated with indifference, and that those who 
haye been sustaining so many years the ef- 
forts of our churches, are neglected by them, 
and left to penury and distress, Surely 
Christ must feel most tenderly for his suffer- 
ing servants, and tremendous will be that 
woe which he will address to some professors 
in the last day; when he will say, “ Verily, I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to 
one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.” 

Mr. Bayley, one of your correspondents, 
acknowledges that the existence of the Bath 
Society was unknown to him until the past 
month, and he intimates that the churches in 
that part of the kingdom with which he is 
acquainted, have made the needful provision 
for the wants of aged and infirm ministers, 
Sir, I rejoice in that statement, yet I am 
sorry to say, that I am acquainted with a 
very different order of things in many coun- 
ties. I do not question Mr. Bayley’s state- 
ment, yet I do not wish it to produce a false 
impression on the minds of your readers, 
and lead them to think that the efforts for 
which we plead are unnecessary, Mr. Bayley 
has not told us whether he refers.to London or 
the country, whether to the east or to the west. 
Besides, I would observe, that I apprehend 
from his letter, that the societies to which he 
may refer, are rather different in their con- 
stitution from the Bath Society. This is an 
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annuity society, aided by the free contribu- 
tions and subscriptions of the church of 
Christ. The brother who is either infirm 
through affliction or age, so as not to be able 
to sustain his pastoral labours, comes as a 
claimant on the funds of the society ; and it 
is his legal claim. Hence he feels no pecu- 
liar obligation to the committee, and is sub- 
jected to no unkind or unpleasant inquiries, 
as it regards his pecuniary resources, any 
more than he wonld at the office of the Dis- 
senters’ Life Insurance Company. 

Dear Sir, I rejoice in this excellency of the 
society, it is that feature in its constitution 
which I approve, that every brother should 
feel it equally his society, and that in an ap- 
Sane funds he is to be treated as a 
brother se right it is to receive his propor- 
tion of the income. 

Shall I trespass, Sir, on your pages by 
some concluding observations on the neces- 
sity of an immediate effort to aid the funds of 
the society. Our esteemed brother, Tilly, 
suggests that the collection at the Lord’s 
table in January should be appropriated to 
this society by our churches. I had thought 
of proposing that month, but, when convers- 


ing with our deacons, they suggested that it . 
would be better to fix the first sabbath in 


March, as the most distressing season of the 
year with our poor members would then have 
passed. Now that is the plan which we as a 
church shall adopt, and which I have named 
to our brethren in this district, at our last 
quarterly meeting, and which is approved by 
them. Some objections may be made to this 
proposal, on the ground of the poor among 
us; yet, should not the interests of our minis- 
ters be considered, as -well as our members ? 
And, beside, may not the appropriation of a 
moiety of the collection to the society, relieve 
the difficulty ? as, if the object were named by 
the pastor, many respectable members would 
double their accustomed donations, and the 
poor would suffer no loss. Will our churches 
kindly attend to this suggestion, and transmit 
their contributions to the treasurer by the 
first of May, so that the committee may have 
the satisfaction, at their next meeting, of miti- 
gating the sorrows and cheering the hearts of 
our aged brethren ? : 

Dear Sir, and shall not the sufferings of our 
fathers in the ministry awaken our sympa- 
thy, and secure our co-operation ? Who can 
think of Christian ministers whose character 
has so long adorned our religion, and whose 
efforts have sustained our denomination and 
_ extended the doctrines of the cross in the 
world, as suffering through anxiety and want, 
without aiding them? Beside, if we are alive 
to the spiritual prosperity of our churches, 
we shall feel their claims on our sympathy 
increased? Is not our denomination at the 
present time materially injured? Are there 
not churches low and feeble, with congrega- 
tions small and poor, when another ministry 
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being introduced among them would raise 
the tone of piety, and increase the influence 
and energies of the denomination. I know 
pastors whose infirmities prevent their fulfil- 
ling their ministerial engagements with effi- 
ciency, and who would be happy to resign, if 
they could but receive an annuity from our 
society of £50 per annum; and, shall we not 
aid the cause of Christ, and relieve the anxie- 
ties of such brethren, by our efforts? With 
our pastors and churches I leave the consi- 
deration of such statements, and if it be an 
experiment let it be tried, and many among 
us, who are deeply interested in the object, 
will rejoice to see the benevolence of our de- 
nomination directed to the support of our 
aged and infirm ministers, persuaded that on 
such efforts Heaven will smile, and that God, 
even the eternal God, will bless us. 
Wm. Yates. 
Stroud, Dec. 13, 1841. 


ON LEGACIES TO SOCIETIES. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Srr,—I have often felt sorry, on ob- 
serving legacies announced as having been 
left to our societies, to see it stated “less 
duty ten per cent.” 

I think it is not generally known, that any 
one intending to bequeath money to a bene- 
volent or religious institution, may, by in- 
vesting it in the public funds, in his own 
name, and in the names of any of the officers 
of the society (not exceeding four in all, save 
the legacy duty of ten per cent, as at his de- 
cease the survivors in the account would be- 
come possessed of the stock without it being 
necessary to exhibit the probate of the will; 
while he could receive the dividends during 
his life. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 
Henry CRASSWELLER. 

36, Welbeck Street, 

Dec. 3, 1841. 


ON GRANTING DISMISSIONS. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—I send you a query for inser- 
tion in the next number of the magazine, 
hoping some of your able correspondents will 
reply to it. The circumstances under which 
I send it, are as follow. Some time ago a 
member of one of our churches in our locality 
came to me and said he could like to remove 
from the church of which he was a member, 
and unite with the church of which IT am the 
pastor. I told him he had better mention 
this to his own pastor and the deacons first, and 
perhaps the reasons for removing would be 
taken away. He did so, but the pastor did 
not take it well, and those reasons were rather 
increased. He came to me again, and urged 
his request to unite with us. At our church 
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meeting ie agreed to write for his dismission, 
and it was refused, for the reason, that the 
church could see no justifiable reasons for his 
leaving them. 

We have another case of a similar nature 
now pending, and which, I am afraid, will 
produce considerable uneasiness. Both these 
persons are of unblemished morals: this is 
admitted by the church of which they were 
members. It is with me, therefore, a prac- 
tical query which I wish you to insert ; and 
though I have my own, opinion upon it, L 
hope a reply to it will be useful to the church 
I have my eye upon ; as many of the mem- 
bers read our magazine. I shall now state it 
as clearly as I can. Should a member of 
any of our churches request a dismission to 
another church of the same faith and order, 
is it the duty of the church of which he is a 
member to give him a dismission, provided 
his conversation be as becometh the gospel 
of Christ ? 

Hoping from the cireumstances I have 
mentioned, the query may be replied to, 

Tam, 
Yours in Christian love, 
D. 
Dec. 9, 1842, 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


In the account of the income and ex- 
penditure of the principal public institutions 
connected with the baptist denomination dur- 
ing the past year given in the last report of 
the Baptist Union, and copied thence into 
our last month’s Statistics, there is an error 
which it is desirable to correct. The receipts 
of the baptist fund were stated to be £4272 
8s. 11d., and the expenditure £3,902 188; the 
statement should have been, receipts £2,657 
Os. 4d ; expenditure £2,674 4s. The mis- 
take arose, apparently, from including in the 
income the amount received for the sale of 
exchequer bills, and the balance of the former 
year’s accompt, and in the expenditure the 
sum paid for the same bills. As it would 
lead to a belief that the resources of the fund 
are £1,600 per annum more than they really 
are, and that the managers did nof distribute 
the whole income by nearly £400, it is im- 
portant that the error should be rectified ; 
and, as we have been favoured with this cor- 
rection by the treasurer of the fund, our 
readers may depend on the accuracy of the 
present statement. 


Our friend, Dr. Cox, has announced his in- 
tention of publishing on or before the 2nd of 
October next, in two volumes, 12mo., a His- 
tory of the first Fifty Years of the Baptist 
Missionary Society. His acquaintance in 
early life with most of the founders of the 
Society, and his connexion with it as a Mem- 
ber of the Committee during the latter half of 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


its existence, will afford him somo peeuliar fa- 
cilities for the execution of the task. 


We have just learned that the Rev. Tho- 
mas Roberts, who has been many years pastor 
of the baptist church in King Street, Bristol, 
died on the 2lst of December, after a few 
days’ severe illness. 


Oxford appears to be travelling towards 
Rome with fearful rapidity. A Fellow and 
Tutor of Magdalene College, the Rev. W. 
Palmer, M.A., has just published a letter in 
which he says, “‘ Certainly, I am for no middle 
ways, as you will understand when I tell you 
plainly, that for myself, I utterly reject and 
anathematize the principle of Protestantism 
as a heresy, with all its forms, sects, or de- 
nominations. And if the church of England 
should ever unhappily profess herself to be a 
form of Protestantism (which may God of 
his inflnite mercy forbid!) then I would re- 
ject and anathematize the church of England, 
and would separate myself from her immedi- 
ately as from a human sect, without giving pro- 
testants any unnecessary trouble to procure my 
expulsion.” Abundant, proof of this, gentle- 
man’s position, that he is for no middle ways, 
occurs subsequently. In the concluding pa- 
ragraph he indulges freely his taste for anathe- 
matizing : “In conclusion,” he says, “I 
once more publicly profess myself a catholic 
and a member of a catholic church, and say 
anathema to the principle of protestantism 
(which I regard as identical with the prin- 
ciple of dissent), and to all its forms, sects, 
and denominations, especially to those of the 
Lutherans and Calvinists, and British and 
American Dissenters—Likewise to all per- 
sons, who knowingly, and willingly, and un- 
derstanding what they do, shall assert, either 
for themselves or for the church of England, 
the principle of Protestantism, or maintain 
the church of Ingland to have one and the 
same common religion with any or all of the 
various forms and sects of protestantism, or 
shall communicate themselves in the temples 
of the protestant sects, or give the commu- 
nion to their members, or go about to estab- 
lish any intercommunion between our church 
and them, otherwise than by bringing them, 
in the first instance, to renounce their errors 
and promise a true obedience for the future 
to the entire faith and discipline of the catho- 


lic and apostolical episcopate,—to all such I 
say anathema.” 


Intelligence has arrived of the uncon- 
ditional release of onr brethren, P.C. and A. 
F. Monster; leaving them however still liable 
for the fines and costs imposed on them by 
the Supreme Court. The other brethren are 
also at large, having completed the term of 
their imprisonment ; so that at the date of 
the last accounts, there was no baptist in con- 
finement in Denmark, 
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THE HOUSE AT KETTERING IN WHICH THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY WAS FORMED. 


The annexed view of a house in which a few baptist ministers laid the founda- 
tion of a society for whose existence thousands in each hemisphere have had 
reason to bless ‘the Father of lights,” may with propriety be accompanied by 
the following sentences from the pen of Dr. Ryland, who was present on the oc- 
casion, and who had taken an active part in the preliminary proceedings. 

As to the immediate origin of a baptist mission, I believe God himself infused 
into the mind of Carey that solicitude for the salvation of the heathen, which 
cannot fairly be traced to any other source. When he went to Birmingham to 
collect for the meeting-house he had built at Moulton, he had mentioned the 
proposal there. A friend urged him to write and print upon it, and offered to 
give ten pounds towards paying the printer. On his return he met brother Fuller 
and brother Sutcliff in my study at Northampton, and then pressed one of us to 
publish on thesubject. We approved much of what he urged, yet made some 
objections, on the ground of so much needing to be done at home, &c. How- 
ever, when he could not prevail on either of us to promise,to undertake the work, 
he said he must tell the whole truth; that in the warmth of conversation at 
Birmingham, he had said, that he was resolved to do all in his power to set on 
foot a baptist mission. ‘ Well,’ said his friend, ‘ print upon the subject, I will help 
bear the expense.’ That, he replied, he could not do. ‘If you cannot do it as you 
wish, yet do it as well as you can,’ said his friend ; ‘ you have just now bound 
yourself to do all you can for this purpose, and I must keep you to your word.’ 
Being thus caught through his own zeal, he could get off no other way than 
by promising that he would write if he could not prevail on any one more com- 
petent to undertake it. We then all united in saying, ‘Do by all means write 
your thoughts down as soon as you can; but be not in a hurry to print them; let 
us look oyer them, and see if any thing need be omitted, altered, or added 
Thus encouraged, he soon applied himself to the work, and showed us the sub- 
stance of the pamphlet afterwards printed, which we found needed very little 
correction. So much had this young man attained of the knowledge of geo- 
graphy and history, and several languages, in the midst of the pressures of 
poverty, and while obliged to support himself and his family at first as a journey- 
man shoemaker, and afterwards as a village schoolmaster; since his people could 
raise him but ten or eleven pounds a year, besides five pounds from the London 
fund. 

“ Between Carey and Fuller there never was a moment’s rivalship, and I have no 
bias on my mind to take a grain of praise from one to give to the other: but 
wishing to regard both with impartial esteem, and truth beyond both, I must 
consider the mission as originating absolutely with Carey; and Mr. Fuller’s ac- 
knowledgment that he had at first some feelings like the desponding nobleman, 
in 2 Kings vii. 2, is a confirmation of my opinion. This, however, is of small 
consequence. Some time after the conversation in my study occurred the ministers’ 
meeting at Clipstone, in April, 1791. An uncommon degree of attention seemed 
to me to be excited by both sermons: I know not under which I felt the most, 
whether brother Sutcliff’s, on being very jealous for the Lord God of Hosts, or 
brother Fuller’s, on the pernicious influence of delay. Both were very impressive ; 
and the mind of every one with whom I conversed, seemed to feel a solemn 
conviction of our need of greater zeal, and of the evil of negligence and procrasti- 
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nation. I suppose that scarcely an idle word was spoken while I stayed, and 
immediately after dinner Carey introduced the subject of beginning a mission, I 
had to preach at home that night, fourteen miles off, and was obliged to leave the 
company before the conversation ended. At the ensuing Association, held at 
Oakham, it was announced that these sermons would be immediately sent to the 
press. The next Association was at Nottingham, May 30, 1792, when brother 
Carey delivered a most impressive discourse, from Isa. liv. 2,3, chiefly endea- 
vouring to enforce our obligations to expect great things from God, and to attempt 
great things for God. If all the people had lifted up their voice and wept, as the 
children of Israel did at Bochim, (Judges ii.) I should not have wondered at 
the effect, it would have only seemed proportionate to the cause ; so clearly did 
he prove the criminality of our supineness in the cause of God. A resolution was 
printed in this year’s Letter, ‘That a plan be prepared against the next ministers’ 
meeting at Kettering, for forming a Baptist Society for propagating the Gospel 
among the Heathens. Brother Carey generously engaged to devote all the profits 
that might arise from his late publication on this interesting subject, to the use of 
such a society. This society was actually formed in Mrs. Beeby Wallis’s back 
parlour, on Oct. 2, 1792.” 


The first number of the Periodical Accounts contained the following particulars 
respecting the formation of the Society :— 

“At the ministers’ meeting at Kettering, October 2, 1792, after the public ser- 
vices of the day were ended, the ministers retired to consult farther on the matter, 
and to lay a foundation at least for a society, when the following resolutions were 
proposed, and unanimously agreed to. 

“1. Desirous of making an effort for the propagation of the gospel among the 
heathen, agreeably to what is recommended in brother Carey’s late publication on 
that subject, we, whose names appear in the subsequent subscription, do solemnly 
agree to act in society together for that purpose. 

“2. As in the present divided state of christendom, it seems that each denomi 
nation, by exerting itself separately, is most likely to accomplish the great ends of 
a mission, it is agreed that this society be called, The Particular Baptist Society 
Sor Propagating the Gospel amongst the Heathen. 

“3. As such an undertaking must needs be attended with expense, we agree 
immediately to open a subscription for the above purpose, and to recommend it to 
others. 

«©4, Every person who shall subscribe ten pounds at once, or ten shillings and 
sixpence annually, shall be considered a member of the society. 

“5, That the Rey. John Ryland, Reynold Hogg, William Carey, John Suteliff, 
and Andrew Fuller, be appointed a committee, three of whom shall be empowered 
to act in carrying into effect the purposes of the society. 

«6, That the Rev. Reynold Hogg be appointed weasurer, and Rev. Andrew 
Fuller secretary. | . 

«7, That the subscriptions be paid in at the Northampton ministers’ meeting, 
October 31, 1792, at which time the subject shall be considered more particularly 
by the committee and other subscribers who may be present. 

“Sioned, John Ryland, Reynold Hogg, John Sutcliff, Andrew Fuller, Abraham 
Greenwood, Edward Sharman, Joshua Burton, Samuel Pearce, Thomas Blundel, 
William Heighton, John Eayres, Joseph Timms; whose subscriptions in all 


amounted to 137, 2s. 6d.” 
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THE JUBILEE YEAR OF THE MISSION. 


“ Take ye from among you an offering unto the Lord ; whosoever is of a willing heart, let 
him bring it, an offering of the Lord, gold, and silver, and brass,” Ex, xxxy. 5. 
“ For all things come’of thee, and of thine own have we given thee,” 1 Chron, xxix, 14. 


Dear Breturen,—The rise and progress of the Baptist Mission rank among’ 
the most remarkable events in the modern history of the church. From its com- 
mencement it has presented such a series of providential interpositions, and has 
been so signally marked by the divine blessing, that we are compelled to acknow- 
ledge, “It is the Lord’s doing, and marvellous in our eyes.” It is difficult to 
consider the conjuncture of circumstances in which our mission originated, the 
men who were raised up, the qualities with which they were endowed, and the 
result of their labours up to the present time, without feelings of admiration 
and thankfulness. During nearly half a century the sacred cause has gone on, 
ever struggling with difficulties, yet never sinking under them, till, by the blessing 
of God resting on it through all its labours, trials, and vicissitudes, it has risen 
from a small beginning to its present magnitude, 

When we turn to the East, and remember that up to the time when Thomas 
and Carey embarked for India, not a Christian missionary had ever set foot in 
Bengal,—when we look at the many churches now planted, not only in that 
province, but in various parts of Hindostan and the adjacent islands,—when we 
consider the number of individuals who have been “ turned from dumb idols to 
serve the living God,” some of whom have become preachers of the gospel to 
their fellow countrymen,—the myriads of tracts which have been distributed, all 
containing the precious seeds of divine truth,—the many languages and dialects 
into which the whole or part of the sacred scriptures has been translated by 
our missionaries, together with what has been done to undermine the whole 
system of Hindoo idolatry by the diffusion of general knowledge and the pro- 
motion of education : and when from these scenes we turn to the West,—see the 
thousands of pious negroes rejoicing in “ the liberty with which Christ has made 
them free,” and recollect the part which this mission has been permitted to take 
in breaking the bonds of slavery, and emancipating 800,000 of our fellow crea- 
tures, who can help exclaiming, “‘ What hath God wrought !” 

And may we not add, dear brethren, that the churches at home have received 
important benefits from the Baptist Mission? Has it not been the means, under 
the divine blessing, of giving to the denomination at large a more correct tone of 
evangelical sentiment, of calling forth a spirit of Christian liberality, of stimulating 
to new efforts in spreading the gospel at our own doors, of bringing the whole 
body into closer union, and of giving to it, in the eye both{of the church and of 
the world, an elevation and influence it had never previously enjoyed. 

The Baptist Missionary Society has now, through the kind providence of God, 
reached the fiftieth year of its labours. It seems a proper time fora grateful 
review, and a genefous effort. By the God of Israel the fiftieth year was made to 
his ancient people a sacred period ; it was to be a season of joy and thanksgiving, 
the commencement of a new era to all the tribes. It has been suggested (and the 
suggestion has met with a most cordial response from many brethren in all parts 
of the country) that this year be made a Missionary Junites, a season of grateful 
retrospect, and especial liberality and devotedness. It has also been suggested 
that “a Jubilee Fund might be raised as a practical expression of gratitude for 
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past mercies, and as a tribute of affection to that Saviour ‘who loved us and gave 
himself for us.’ ”’ 

Should the anticipations of our friends be realized, it is proposed that the fund 
thus raised—the Jubilee fund—besides relieving the embarrassments of the Society, 
shall be applied to the direct objects of it insuch a manner as shall not augment its 
annual expenditure ; that is to say, in the purchase or erection of chapels or 
other premises, requisite for the preaching of the gospel, the conducting of schools, 
the preparation of native converts for evangelical labour, the residence of mis- 
sionaries, the printing of the scriptures, or other appropriate purposes ; in the 
extraordinary and temporary expenses attending the exploring and occupying of 
new fields of labour, and otherwise consistently with the principle laid down; 
and to the erection of plain but convenient premises in London to be held in 
trust for the baptist mission, and to be adapted for the use of our other denomina- 
tional societies. Objects of the former class now pressing, or in near prospect, 
would employ, in methods of the utmost value to the mission, both in the East 
and the West Indies, and on the continent of Africa, any sum which the liberality of 
the country may supply. The distribution of the fund must, of course, be greatly 
affected by its amount, and will be made by the Committee. 

In following out the suggestions which have been made, it is proposed to 
. have a series of meetings during the course of 1842. Preparations may be 
made in various ways, and at as early a period as local circumstances may 
render advisable. It is affectionately recommended that special public reli- 
gious services be held, and collections for the Jubilee fund made by all our 
churches and congregations, and in all our missionary stations in both hemi- 
spheres. It is further intended that, as the Society was formed in the month of 
October, 1792, a general meeting be held in London during that month, to 
supplicate an enlarged measure of the Holy Spirit to rest on all the directors, 
agents, converts, contributors, and operations of the mission, and to stimulate 
the churches to still more vigorous efforts to extend the kingdom of the Son 
of God throughout the whole world. It is also recommended that all. the 
churches should have Jubilee sermons, on Lord’s-day, October 2nd, the date 
of the formation of the Society. Thus every church will have its Jubilee meeting 
and its Jubilee sermons. As the ordinary expenses of the mission will need to be 
met, it is earnestly hoped that the Jubilee contributions will be altogether an 
extra effort which will not be allowed to interfere with the ordinary receipts. 

In carrying out this scheme the Committee would earnestly entreat the co- 
operation of the Secretaries and Committees of all the Auxiliaries throughout the 
kingdom. County and congregational meetings cannot be arranged without 
their help. Thus it is hoped that in every church and congregation means may 
be adopted to obtain donations from families and from individuals, so that there 
may be no one, however poor, who may not contribute something, though it be 
but in some cases the widow’s mite. 

There are many places where members of our denomination reside in which 
there is no baptist church—these we trust’ will not be inactive; and there are 
many friends of missions united with other sections of the Christian church who, 
in consideration of what has been done by the Baptist mission to further the 
great and common cause of Christianity, may be disposed on this occasion to 
express their sympathy in a kind and liberal manner, 

Young people, the children of our families and of our Sunday schools, may 
render themselves useful; collecting cards for their especial use will be for- 
warded to any place where they may be required. And let not any do nothing 
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because they cannot do much; small as rivulets may appear when considered 
separately, they may by uniting with many others, flow in large streams of bounty 
into the jubilee treasury. 

Permit us to say, brethren, that we hope for much from individuals whom God 
has prospered in the world, toa degree which in commencing life their highest 
anticipations scarcely reached. Are there not many to whom Providence has in 
various ways given largely of the silver and the gold, which Jehovah claims as 
his own? May we not on such an occasion expect from these a willing offering 
proportioned to their means, a tribute of acknowledgment to him “ who giveth 
them power to get wealth?” Are there not many who have experienced some 
signal mercy, some interposition of divine goodness in relation to their health 
and happiness, who, by a liberal thank-offering, might erect a memorial expressive 
of their grateful acknowledgments. 

And permit us to hope that families, as families, will identify themselves with 
the Jubilee contributions, that by every child, or for every child, an offering may 
be presented, however small. Are there not also some special favours of a 
domestic nature which God has graciously given, that may in this way be appro- 
priately acknowledged? 

Finally, let it be remembered how few, how very few of us can expect to see 
this period return, Before another fifty years shall have passed we shall all, with 
few exceptions, have to “give an account of our stewardship,” and when the 
second Jubilee, or the centenary of our mission, shall be celebrated by another 
generation, we shall have been admitted as “good and faithful servants” into the 
joy of our Lord,” or, as “ unprofitable servants,” shall have been cast into outer 
darkness. And if this movement realize our anticipations, who can estimate its 
beneficial influence on our descendants. Let us then by our liberal offerings 
give such a demonstration as will prove that in Christian zeal we are not behind 
any of the Saviour’s followers. Let us make such~an effort as shall show what 
union and energy can effect in a holy cause by spontaneous liberality, as shall 
show that there is a living power in our principles, which, amidst all the conflicts 
and all the difficulties of the present times, is under God a guarantee, that the 
interests of truth and righteousness shall never be deserted, but shall progressively 
adyance till the whole earth shall be filled with the divine glory. 


EAST INDIES. 


CALCUTTA. 


It affords us pleasure to announce that our friends Mr. and Mrs. George Pearce 
and Mr. Beeby have arrived safely at Calcutta; and that Mr. Pearce was able to 
give so favourable an account of his health, as appears in the following passage of 
a letter from him, dated Oct. 15th, 1841. 


We arrived here, with our health much re-| Small. In addition to this I have also been 
eruited by the voyage,on the 24th of Sept.,| put in charge of the village stations formerly 
and received a most cordial welcome from| under my care; so that you will perceive we 
the brethren of the mission, At their unani-| have quite enough to do. I am happy to say 
mous request we have succeeded to the charge | that we are both now in good health and 
of the Entally Christian Institution, the Hindoo | spirits, and rejoice much in being permitted 
school remaining under the care of brother! to return to India once more. 
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The Calcutta Missonary Herald announcing Mr. Pearce’s arrival says, “ His 
return was looked forward to with delight by the native Christians among whom 
he had formerly been labouring with so much perseverance and success.” Mr. 


Thomas writes as follows :— 


Yours of the 30th July found us in a state 
of painful anxiety. Accounts had appeared 
in several of the publie prints respecting the 
death of a Rev. John Dyer, and excited, in a 
very high degree, our fears; we however 
hoped, or at least endeavoured to hope, that 
it was another Mr. Dyer, and not the beloved 
man with whom we had so often and through 
so long a period corresponded. We eagerly 
caught at every thing in the accounts of the 
sad event which, in our ignorance, seemed to 
afford the slightest ground to hope it was 
another person. Your letter, however, came 
to hand and changed our fears into a dread 
certainty. The intelligence overwhelmed us 
with sorrow, and we could only find relief by 
reposing on unerring wisdom. 

Myself and esteemed fellow missionaries in 
Calcutta have considered it a duty we owe 
to the memory of our deceased friend, to meet 
and pass a resolution expressive of our scnse 
of his worth, and of sympathy with his be- 
reaved family in the painful event which has 
removed him from their head. The following 
is an extract from our minutes on the sub- 
ject :— 


Extract from the minutes of a meeting of 
the Calcutta baptist missionaries, convened 
at the residence of the Rey. Dr. Yates, 
October 12th, 1841. 


Resolved— That we deeply deplore the 
painful and mysterious event which has de- 
prived the mission of a long-tried, faithful, and 
laborious secretary, and ourselves of a cordial 
friend and brother, whilst we earnestly desire 
that almighty God may afford consolation to 
the bereaved and afflicted family, and that 
the committee may be directed in their choice 
of a successor whose talents and influence 
may be greatly honoured in furthering the 
important objects of the society.” 


We are truly gratified with the pleasing in- 
telligence that Mr. Gibson had been engaged 
for the Circular Road church ; and the thought 


that, at the present moment, he has probably 
voyaged half way to India is truly animating. 
We have been so much accustomed to lose 
our friends, that to gain one is something like 
life from the dead. May our heavenly Father 
bring him firm in health, devoted in heart, 
and filled with the fulness of gospel bless- 
ings. 

Our highly esteemed sister, Mrs, G. Par- 
sons, has suffered so much in her health, that 
a longer residence in India would, in all pro- 
bability, soon be productive of consequences 
of the most serious character. A return to 
Europe is pronounced necessary, and she feels 
it her duty to return forthwith. Her passage 
has just been secured on the “ Owen Glen- 
dower ;” Dr. Yates proposes to send his young- 
est son under her charge. She is an invaluable 
woman, and we are sorry to lose her. 

Severe personal or relative affliction has 
been experienced by several of our missionary 
brethren at other stations. Brother Thompson, 
at Delhi, has lost his eldest son, an excellent 
young man recently married, and himself and 
most of his family have been seriously ill, 
but at the date of his last letter, received a few 
days ago, all were recovering. Mrs. Parry, 
of Jessore, brother Robinson, of Dhaka, 
Smylie, of Dinagepore, and Fink, of Chit- 
tagong, have all been suffering more or less 
severely. 

In Calcutta we have been encouraged by 
the return of brother Pearce in improved 
health. We have arranged for him and Mrs. 
Pearce to take charge of the Native Christian 
Institution in Entally. Brother Small will 
retain charge of the Native Boys’ School, and 
devote his attention to the acquisition of the 
Bengali language, which he could not pos- 
sibly attempt while overwhelmed with. the 
cares of both institutions. He is very unwell, 
and proposes to take a trip on the river for a 
few days; I hope it will do him good. The 
rest of our number are all in a tolerably good 
state of health. My own family has suffered 
much, especially the four youngest, but thus 
far all are preserved. 


—— 


JESSORE. 


Mr. Parry writes as follows, July 7th, 


We had three opportunities of making known 
the way of salvation to large numbers of the 
subjects of the king of darkness, viz. at the 
two Rath-jatras, and on the occasion of the 
return of the Ganga-jatris from Chakda, Our 
auditors consisted of rich and poor, men and 
women, who were in general well disposed to 
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listen to the divine truth, and seemed in some 
measure eager to know of the new and easy 
way of salvation. Many seemed at the same 
time to be impressed with the importance of our 
doctrines and precepts, and to feel a convic- 
tion of their state of sin and error; but it is 
to be feared that such effects have only a tem- 
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porary existence in their minds. Oh, if we 
could give them line upon line and precept 
upon precept, then might we expect to see 
more beneficial results. 

On the above occasions two or three of our 
elderly Christian sisters instructed a great 
many of their own countrywomen, who lis- 
tened with great earnestness, and lamented 
their ignorance ; many confessed that idolatry 
was sinful, 

A brahman who had been listening to me 
with great attention, after | had finished my 
address, observed that I had spoken very cor- 
rectly, but he did not approve of my severe 
censures of the Linga puja, as it was com- 
manded in the Hindu shastras. J said, If 
your books speak contrary to common sense, 
they ought not to be respected. An elderly 
and respectable Sudra immediately after this 
asked the brahman, who wrote the shastras? 
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The brahman replied Mahadeb, Well, then 
said the Sudra, did the Debta write them 
with judgment? This sensible question an- 
noyed the poor brahman, who finding himself 
foiled by a Sudra, felt ashamed, and left the 
place. 

During the past month our labours have 
been chiefly confined near and within the 
station ; we visited the bazar, or market, jail 
and kacheris. In all these places great num- 
bers of Hindus and Muhammadans have heard 
the word of life, to which many attended se- 
riously for the time: some felt the force of 
truth and acknowledged Jesus Christ to be 
the Saviour, and the Debtas unworthy of con- 
fidence, being but dumb idols. Others dis- 
puted and despised the truths we advocated, 
but these were very few in comparison to the 
rest of our sober auditors. 


CHITTAGONG. 


Mr. Johannes writes thus, June 5th :— 


My daily employment during the whole of 
May was preaching at home to the people 
who called for books, to the heathens abroad 
as usual, visiting individuals for religious con- 
yersation, and going from shop to shop distri- 
buting books. Hundredshave thus been made 
acquainted with the truth as it isin Jesus; with 
what effect it is not altogether impossible 
to glean from their conversations. Convinced 
of sin by the word of God, some have can- 
didly stated their impressions, Their incessant 
applications for books have proved their regard 
for them and their anxiety to learn their con- 
tents. I have given away books to hundreds 
who have come from distant villages, and who 
on receiving these gifts for themselves were 
not satisfied, but must needs apply for their 
neighbours. How many have told me of the 
regard paid to these books generally, and the 


My house is daily crowded with natives, and 
a sight more interesting a missionary would 
not desire to witness, than that of Hindus and 
Muhammadans sitting with Christian books 
and reading of Jesus Christ, of the love of 
God in sending him to save a guilty fallen 
world, of life and immortality brought to light 
through the gospel. How cheering also to 
hear their admiration of Christ and his pre- 
cepts! When I see and hear these things, 
I feel and know that these are the doings of 
a superior power. I adore his goodness and 
faithfulness, and know that ‘‘he doeth all 
things as pleaseth him in the armies of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the earth.” 
Brother Fink is again laid up with illness, 
This is the third attack this year. Cholera 
is raging ; death is doing its fell work, and 
loudly calls upon us to set our house in order. 


pure and forcible truths contained therein. ! May the Lord have mercy upon us. 


DINAJPUR. 
Mr. Smylie writes thus, April 1st, 1841 :— 


You will rejoice to hear that the people of 
Dinajpur continue to receive the word of 
God, I can perceive no abatement whatever 
in them towards it, whether it be preached or 
given them to read: there are instances of 
opposition, but not from the people of this 
place. 

During the past month I have met with 
two of those who oppose themselves, who 
both said they came from Calcutta. One of 
them told me he had lett Calcutta for the ex- 
press purpose of opposing Christianity. 1 


believe, however, that he little expected to en- 
counter the ridicule and opposition of his own 
countrymen, 

Another man came professedly intending to 
make serious inquiries about his eternal wel- 
fare, and I answered all the questions he 
thought fit to ask. When he thought he had 
enough, he became very violent, telling me 
and the people who stood about us, that I 
was acting a very wicked part, that I was 
come to destroy their caste and the worship of 
the gods, to forbid their worshipping the river, 
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&e. Noone could say a’word to him, he made 
such a noise. At length some one told him 
that what he was saying was not at all accept- 
able, and that no one had called upon him to 
speak. Several other people now requested 
him to withdraw, but this only served to make 
him the more violent, 

At last a brahman came up and asked him 
what he was about. I was at this time stand- 
ing quietly by, well knowing that there was 
no use whatever in arguing with men of this 
kind; for they know nothing about reason. 
He told the brahman I had come to give the 
people books which would destroy their caste, 
and to forbid their worshipping the river. 
The brahman asked if he had read our books. 
He said he never had. ‘How then can you 
speak against them? Take one and read it; 
you will find nothing bad in them; no man 
ean refute what is written in these books. 
Our pandits cannot do it: why speak against 
a thing you have never examined? You say 
he forbids us to offer worship to Ganga; pray 
who is Ganga? you know that there is no 
such person as Ganga: if there ever was, 
there is no such being now. All know that 
there must be a great change of religion, and 
this is it. All must embrace this,’ A Musal- 
man who had read our books and knew they 
were good, now said he intended to read 
them always, because they were the word of 
God. ‘O then you intend to forsake the re- 
ligion of your fathers? this is very wrong,’ said 
the opponent. The Musalman answered, If 
my father was a thief, that is no reason why 


41 


I should be one too, Another brahman now 
also told him, that he was speaking to no pur- 
pose, and that he would do better to with- 
draw. Several others spoke to the same pur- 
pose ; he however continued to haunt me for 
several evenings, but with no better success. 

A few evenings after this another spirit of 
the same stamp came, but with him I was 
more watchful, and at once told him that I 
had been some years in this good work, and 
had learnt to distinguish between those who 
came for instruction and those who did not. 
Heanswered, Oh, your Jesus Christ was hanged. 
Isaid, Not in the way you call hanging; but 
allowing he was hanged, it was not for any 
thing evil he had done; for all know he was 
holy and without sin; he died for your sins, 
and your sins put him to death, ‘I am no 
sinner,’ was his answer. ‘ What is sin? there 
there is no such thing.’ I replied, ‘ What then 
are courts of justice for, if there is no such 
thing? What are lying, backbiting, coveting, 
but sins? All these and many more sins are 
in your heart.’ The people began to attack 
him, and he moved off; but before he did so, 
he asked for a book. 

An evening or two after this another came, 
but he was instantly silenced by those who 
stood by me. 

These instances will in some measure show 
the state in which some of the people’s minds 
are ; and although I see few, very few, of the 
higher order moving towards the truth, many 
of the middling and poorer classes are. 


DACCA. 


After a month’s indisposition, oceasioned by the excessive heat, Mr. Robinson, 
at the end of May, made an excursion up the river Lukia of which he gives an 


interesting account :— 


I left home on Friday the 28th, taking 
Chand with me, and a few books and tracts, 
hoping that something might be done on the 
way ; and Ihave not been disappointed. Our 
way was at first through a creek, that com- 
municates with the Dacca river at one end, 
and the Lukia at the other. I soon began to 
feel better; but a creek, with high banks 
covered with long grass and trees, is not the 
best place for fresh air. As I passed along, 
I was glad to see many little villages on both 
sides, which can be visited by our native 
brethren in a small boat in the rains. I be- 
gan to indulge a hope which has been fully 
realized, that this trip, by making me ac- 
quainted with the neighbouring country, would 
point out new fields for missionary exertion. 
In the evening we reached a village called 
Dimru, which lies near the junction of the 
creek with the Lukia. It being market day, 
and the people not all dispersed, we went 


ashore with gospels and tracts for distribution. 
The people were eager to receive them, and 
we soon disposed of about twenty gospels and 
two hundred tracts. Chand had q long dis- 
pute with a brahman. ‘The people were very 
noisy, and, being weak, I could not address 
them. Few of them, though living so near 
Dacca, appeared to have heard any thing of 
the Gospel. P 

We left Dimru early the next morning, and 
about ten reached a village called Murapara, 
Finding a little market here for fish and 
fruit we had an opportunity for preaching 
and the distribution of books. Some refused 
them, but many were anxious to obtain them. 
The people were very willing to hear. I 
spoke a little, perhaps half an hour or more, 
but feared to remain out longer in the heat of 
the day. Chand was engaged on one spot 
more than an hour, and the people treated 
him in a very friendly manner. On leaving 
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Murapara we crossed the river to Raj-ganj, @ 
very smail village. Chand went on shore, and 
sat in a shop about an hour, when he was 
well received and heard with great attention. 
Here we were informed that there would be 
a market the next day, at a place called Sum- 
badarti, a few miles up the river. We therefore 
determined to proceed towards that place, in 
hopes of reaching it early the next morning, 
and spending the sabbath there. 

Aboutseven on sabbath morning, May 30th, 
we reached Sumbadarti. It lies on a small 
creek, about half a mile from the Lukia. On 
our arrival we were informed that the place 
was in the Pargana of Bhawal, and that we 
should see many Catholics in the market. A 
great part of this large Pargana forms an en- 
dowment of the Romish church. There are 
in Bhawal two churches and usually two 
priests, who are allowed the rents of the land 
for their support, so that they are jamidars as 
well as priests. In the village where we spent 
the sabbath, there is a petty jamidar, of Por- 
tuguese extraction, whose name I have not 
heard, for in this part of the country persons 
of Portuguese extraction have commonly two 
names, their real name, which is Portuguese, 
and a Bengali name, by which they are chiefly 
denominated. ‘Thus our brother Nonez is 
better known to many by the Bengali name 
Panchu, than by his real name. 

As soon as we arrived, Chand went on 
shore, and found the house of the above jami- 
dar. He had been to Chand’s house at Dac- 
ca. Chand, however, did not see him ; for, 
alas! he was gone a shooting ; so much re- 
gard does he pay to the sabbath. But can 
we wonder? The priests of the Romish 
church have no objection to violate the sab- 
bath in the same manner. It is well known 
that a priest, who was at Bandel a few years 
ago, used very commonly to go a shooting on 
the sabbath. A Catholic lady, well known 
to me, met him one sabbath day at the ghat, 
just as he had landed from the other side of 
the river, with his gun in his hand, and very 
sharply reproved him. She had been educated 
at Serampore, and felt some respect for the 
sabbath. 

After breakfast, I went and sat under a 
banyan tree, where I conversed with a few 
people, and gave away two gospels and a few 
tracts. I then went to a shop, and a few 
people collecting round the door, told them 
of Jesus Christ and the way of salvation. I 
addressed them as Muhammadans and Hin- 
dus, for such I thought they were ; but when 
Chand came up, he, to my surprise, addressed 
them as Christians, I then began to look at 
them a litile more carefully, and observed in 
their necklaces of beads, a small crucifix, 
composed of six or eight beads. ‘This is the 
sign, as they afterwards told us, by which 
they are known as Christians ; the proof, and 
the only one I fear, of their Christianity. We 
told them that a Christian should be known 
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by his holy conduct. They seemed well 
pleased with us, and invited us to go and sit 
in the jamidar’s kacheri, To this we readily 
consented ; and here we had a long and in- 
teresting conversation with them on some of 
the most important truths of the bible. But 
I had now been out nearly three hours, and 
my little strength was all expended; there- 
fore, leaving Chand with them, I soon returned 
to my boat, to recruit, as I thought, for the - 
evening. 

About four in the afternoon, thinking the 
market was about to commence, I went out 
again, but as only a few people had collected, 
I walked over to the jamidar’s house; it 
is a small thatched dwelling, very neatly 
built; he had returned, and received me in 
a very friendly manner. ‘‘ Who,” I said, 
‘established this market on the sabbath V” 
“‘My grandfather,” was the reply. ‘ But 
why did he establish it on the sabbath?” 
‘« Because on that day the people, after they 
leave church, have time to come and do their 
business in the market.”’ While I was sitting 
there he received money, his rent I suppose, 
from one of his agents, I said to him, ‘‘ It is 
very wrong to do business on the sabbath.” 
«Such is our custom.” ‘‘ But have you not 
read the ten commandments?’ He then pro- 
duced a book, a sort of biblical catechism, 
printed at our press, which he began to read. 
I now left him for the market, where I soon 
collected a little congregation ; and, making 
a heap of rubbish my pulpit, I began to ad- 
dress them from Pauls words, ‘‘ This a faith- 
ful saying,’ &e. I had not spoken more 
than a quarter of an hour when my strength 
failed. As Chand had come up, I made over 
the work to him, and took a seat under a ban- 
yan tree in the rear, where I could observe 
all that passed. The attention which the 
poor people gave to Chand’s address was truly 
gratifying. Many people, Hindus, Muham- 
madans, and Christians, had now collected, 
and after a little while 1 went to another part 
of the market and made a second attempt. 
Again I failed, and in a few minutes was 
obliged to desist for want of strength. I went 
and sat under another banyan tree, and the 
people coming round me I gave them gospels 
and tracts. Being alittle recovered, I hawked 
my wares through the market, and found many 
customers, until, being quite exhausted, I was 
obliged to retire to my boat. Several people 
came to the boat for tracts, which were given 
them by my son, for I could do no more. 

Chand continued preaching till dark, and 
then returned with a very pleasing account of 
the attention of the people and their desire for 
books, He had in the morning been to the 
houses of some of the Christians, where he 
had preached to them and their families. In- 
deed he had been engaged all day, with a 
brief interval for taking a meal. I wish we 
had a person io station here, for I am per- 
suaded he would meet with some encourage- 
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ment. There are between two and three 
thousand Christian families in this Pargana. 
_ On Monday the 31st we proceeded up the 
river, and in the evening reached a place called 
Kapashiya-ganj. We had heard that there 
would be a market at this place on the follow- 
ing day, and we came with an intention of re- 
maining to preach and distribute books. We 
went on shore as soon as we arrived, and found 
a few people, among whom were several brah- 
mans, who made a strong opposition and 
and reasoned very perversely. Chand went 
out again after dark, and had a long convers- 
ation with a shop-keeper, who seemed pleased 
with what he heard, 

On Tuesday the Ist of June, I went out 
between eight and nine, and got a few people 
round me. An old man paid great attention, 
and received two or three tracts, but, influ- 
enced by a brahman, he returned them. 
Chand came, we sang a hymn, and many peo- 
ple collected’; but the brahmans began their 
opposition. One said, “ God is in every thing; 
he is in me, and I myself am God.” ‘* What 
proof can you give of your divinity?” ‘I can 
take a knife and cut this man’s throat, and so 
take away his life.” ‘Any other person 
could do that, as well as you. Suchan action 
would not show that you are God, but only 
prove you a murderer.” The people soon 
dispersed ; and it being very hot, I returned 
to my boat. Chand was called into a shop, 
where a little group soon collected round 
him. 

We went out when the market commenced 
in the afternoon, but did not find any great 
number of people; there were perhaps two 
or three hundred peasants, few of whom could 
read. They heard us with great attention, 


43 


but were too ignorant, we fear, to understand 
much of what was said to them, especially as 
very few of them had heard any thing of the 
gospel before. Some, who owned that they 
could not read, begged tracts to take to their 
respective villages, that they might request 
their neighbours to read to them. With the 
wishes of these people we most readily com- 
plied. We were anxious to distribute as 
many tracts as possible, for it may be long 
before the gospel is again preached and tracts 
again distributed in this place. A poor man 
in the market, who lives in another village, 
showed mea copy of the Psalms, which he 
had received at Dacca. I gave him a gospel 
and a tract. Several people recognized 
Chand, saying they had seen him at Dacca. 

Our Bengali books and tracts being gone, 
we determined to turn the head of our boat 
homewards on the morrow. We suppose that 
we have had the pleasure of preaching the 
gospel, for the first time, in all the places 
where we have been, if we except a visit made 
to Bhawal by Nonez and Ramjiban, during 
the last cold season. Brother Leonard once 
visited Bhawal for the purpose of establishing 
a school there; but he did not, we believe, 
go to the part to which we have been. I have 
now a pretty clear idea of the nature of the 
country for nearly thirty miles to the north- 
east; and Chand having been with me, it 
will become an easy matter for our native 
brethren to itinerate through the whole dis- 
trict. 

June 4th.—Yesterday I arrived at home, — 
and, through mercy, found all well. I am 
not strong, but much better than when I left 
home. 


DELHI. 


Mr. Thompson writes thus: 


June 28th.—We have been delighted with 
the unexpected visit of Budh Sen, the aged 
baniya of Hauper, whose well used and worn 
out Hindi testament I brought away with me 
from Gurhmukteshwar in 1839, and replaced 
it by a new one. This poor man, full of the 
knowledge of the word of Christ, is now quite 
infirm, his sight almost gone, his. hearing af- 
fected, and his whole frame seeming to totter 
on the brink of the grave. I did not expect 
to find him so very feeble. He appears, how- 
ever, often to be absorbed in thought, and, as 
he says meditating on what he had read. His 
desire is, I believe, to unite with us by the 
observance of the ordinances of the New Tes- 
tament and the precepts of the word of God 
generally ; and I hope he may have life, 
health, and grace given him for that purpose. 
At present I can say nothing decided as to 
his intentions or the course it may be neces- 


sary to pursue with him: only that his visit 
was unexpected, though he had some sixteen 
months since promised to call. His coming 
has afforded us pleasure, and his conversation 
leads us to believe he is in a most interesting 
state of mind as it respects the Saviour and 
his blessed word. Day after day and month 
after month for twenty months had we prayed 
for him in an especial manner since my con- 
versation with him at Hauper, and when we 
began to despair of ever seeing him, he most 
unexpectedly comes in, to our great joy and 
to his own comfort! Blessed be the Lord 
Jesus for thus conducting this poor weary soul 
to us; and may it ultimately appear to be for 
his glory. How great will be the joy of that 
day, when not one convert, but multitudes of 
them, shall ‘fly as a cloud, and as the doves 
to their windows!” But great as will be the 
joy of that day, a small measure of it may 
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even now be felt by us, when a single soul 
thus ‘ flies as a cloud, and hastens as a dove to 
his window.’ 

July 12th.—I have great pleasure in in- 
forming you that Budh Sen, the aged baniya 
of Hauper has been baptized. I intended to 
have waited a month longer for some native 
friends to witness the baptism, but could not 
with propriety do so; his anxiety to submit 
to the ordinance, and other circumstances, 

reventing it. When therefore our minds 
os been made up to admit him, early yester- 
day morning eleven of us met as a church 
(one having been added to our number by re- 
storation), and after I had detailed the chief 
circumstances of his case, he himself in a very 
energetic manner both confirmed my state- 
ment, and added that whatever changes he 
had seen take place in the religious opinions 
of the people of the country in renouncing 
one guru and adopting another, in quitting 
the samprada for a panth, or one panth for 
another, he had never known them to re- 
nounce Ganga and Vishnu; they had inva- 
riably continued in their adherence to these, 
and when the last also was given up, Ganga- 
ji was oever renounced; but, said he, since I 
have known the gospel and believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God and the 
Saviour of the world, I have not had a vestige 
of faith in these or in the Ganges ; I trust in 
the sacrifice of Christ alone and in the virtue 
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of his name, by which I hope to be saved. 
When this aged confessor had ended, we una- 
nimously and cordially received him, by ex- 
tending to him the right hand of fellowship in 
the name of the ‘ whole family’ of believers in 
Christ ; and he was delighted. We then sung 
with rapturous feelings, ‘‘ There’s joy in heaven 
and joy on earth,” and concluded im prayer. 

At public worship I was induced to dwell 
with pleasure on the first eight verses of the © 
60th chapter of Isaiah, and at the water-side 
I addressed in an earnest manner the natives 
that had assembled on the occasion, set before 
them the simple gospel way of salvation, and 
urged their embracing it. They heard in si- 
lence, excepting one man, who deridingly 
said I had little cause to boast of a convert so 
aged and infirm, I told him he ought to 
know better than to deride the aged man’s 
devotion of himself to God and the considera- 
tion of his approaching salvation, since his 
own shastras approved of, if they did not com- 
mand, such an act after fifty, when a man 
was expected almost wholly to withdraw from 
secular affairs, The man was silent. We 
then sung a Hindui hymn, and at the end I 
walked into the Jumna with the aged Budh 
Sen and baptized him. The European at- 
tendance was about forty, and the crowd of 
natives at the ghat, although the hour was not 
a convenient one for them, was about 200 
persons, 


WEST INDIES. 


JAMAICA. 


RESOLUTION OF THE BAPTIST WESTERN UNION. 
At a Meeting of the “ Baptist Western Union,” held at Falmouth on the 6th of 


October, 1841, 
It was unanimously resolyed— 
“That we have heard with feelings of the 


the committee of the society our deep sympathy 


most poignant grief of the distressing death of| in the loss they have sustained, while we bow 


our beloyed friend, the Rev. John Dyer, late 
senior secretary of the society with which we 
have the happiness to be connected. That we 
feel it a duty we owe to the memory of one 
whom we so highly loved, thus to express to 


to that unerring wisdom by which the most in- 
scrutable providences are controlled. 


‘* Signed on behalf of the Union, 
“Tuos, F, Anzort, Secretary.” 


SPANISH TOWN. 


It cannot surprise any of our readers who are aware of the amount of labour 
devolving habitually on our esteemed missionary, Mr. Phillippo, to learn that his 
health imperatively requires some relaxation. That this is the fact appears from 
a letter recently received from him, in which also, in order to assist the Com- 
mittee in forming their estimate of the number of agents which it is desirable to 
allot to Spanish Town, he gives an outline of the duties to which, with the aid of 
Mr. Hume, he has to attend. 


“ 
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I have eight stations, some of them full 
twenty miles distant from the central one, 
each of which requires the services of a re- 
gular minister at least once a month on the 
sabbath, as well as occasional visitings on a 
week day. Eight schools are under my su- 
perintendence, and are solely dependent on 
me for support. I have three new chapels in 
building, and one being enlarged, the cost of 
which, full 3000/. sterling, I in some way or 
other have to meet. I have services to main- 
tain three times on the sabbath invariably at 
Spanish Town, and a church-meeting and 
sabbath-schools to attend, besides two week- 
day services regularly, services all of which 
probably involve as much mental labour as 
in a respectable town in England, with mar- 
riages and funerals, visiting the sick, anda 
thousand other pastoral duties to discharge, 
arising from a church of between two and 
three thousand persons in town and country. 


anxieties sustained for so many years. I am, 
indeed, now laid almost totally aside from la- 
bour by the failure of my voice, occasioned by 
its almost incessant and too violent exercise 
for years past in and out of doors, and am 
positively told by my medical adviser, Dr. 
Fairbank, that unless I cease from public 
altogether for two or three months, I shall 
most probably altogether lose its use in public. 
My dear wife also having shared my anxieties 
and labours, and borne a large family of nine 
children, five of whom have been torn from 
her by death, three others separated from her, 
and, after sicknesses which many times have 
brought herself to the very gates of the grave, 
is now in such extremely delicate health and 
bad spirits as to be obliged to reside almost 
entirely at Sligoville, where I shall now again 
(for [ must visit my stations whether I can 
preach or not) be obliged to leave her, as it 
were in solitude, the greater part of each 


My health and spirits, too, have given way | week. 


beneath the pressure of these engagements and 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


A special meeting was held at Fen Court on the 15th ultimo, of a similar cha- 
racter to that whose proceedings were recorded in our number for November 
last. 

The Central Committee had summoned tlie General Committee on this occasion 
in consequenee of a letter which they had received from Mr. Brock, expressing his 
cordial attachment to the Society, but assigning reasons why he felt it to be his 
duty to decline the office of secretary, to which he had been invited. As in the 
former case, the Tuesday evening was spent in prayer for divine guidance ; and the 
brethren Gray, Brawn, G. H. Davis, Hoby, Green, Upton, Russell, and Steane, took 
part in the services. 

The committee re-assembled for the transaction of business on Wednesday morn- 
ing at ten o’clock. The treasurer was called to the chair; Mr. Brock’s letter was 
read; and, after some discussion, a sub-committee was appointed, consisting of 
Messrs. Birt, Godwin, Gotch, Gray, Hinton, Steane, Drs. Hoby and Murch, with 
the treasurer and secretary, to suggest a name or names with a view to the choice 
of aco-secretary. They retired; and after a short interval, the chairman brought 
up the following report :—“The sub-committee having met and considered the 
question referred to them by the general committee, as the result of their delibera- 
tion, unanimously recommend that the Rev. J. E. Giles, of Leeds, be respectfully 
invited to fill the office.” It was then resolved unanimously—“ That this com- 
mittee adopt the recommendation now placed before them, and in accordance 
with it, earnestly and with great respect invite the Rev. John Eustace Giles to 
the office of co-secretary.” Mr. Giles not being present, a deputation was ap- 
pointed to present to him the resolution, and urge the claims of the mission, 
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Arrangements relating to the approaching jubilee engaged the attention of the 
committee in the evening and on the following day. The general features of the 
plan being fully developed in an adcress which appears in the early part of this 
number, it is only necessary to add that the following resolutions relating to the 
subject were adopted :— 


1. That a sub-committee be appointed to arrange for a series of meetings of ministers and 
other gentlemen in such towns as may appear to them desirable, for engaging their co- 
operation in the jubilee movement. 

2, That the sub-committee consist of Drs. Cox and Murch, Messrs. Steane, Hinton, and 
Russell, with the treasurer and secretary, with power to request the assistance of such 
brethren as they may deem desirable. 

. That a respectful application be made to the Rev, Joshua Russell to undertake the honorary 
secretaryship of the jubilee sub-committee, residing in London during the time which 
may be requisite for that purpose. 

4, That in consideration of the fact that Kettering was the birth-place of the mission where 
_its venerable founders Carey, Fuller, Sutcliff, Ryland, and their associates, pledged them- 

selves in the terms of their first resolution, “to make an effort for the propagation of the 
gospel among the heathen;” and “solemnly agreed to act in society together for that 
purpose ;’—a special general meeting of the committee, subscribers, and friends of the 
society be assembled in that town in the course of the summer or autumn of next year, 
when one of the jubilee sermons shall be preached, and such other religious exercises held 
‘as may be deemed expedient. 


o 


It will afford pleasure to all the friends of the society to learn that it is impos- 
sible that business should be transacted in a more harmonious spirit than that 
which pervaded these meetings, not only in reference to the two principal sub- 
jects for which they were convened, the secretaryship and the jubilee, but in all 
that came before them incidentally, the routine business of the quarterly com- 
mittee meeting being attended to also on this occasion. As it respects concord 
and unanimity, a more auspicious preparative for the year of jubilee could not 
have been desired. 


DEPARTURE OF MR. STURGEON. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sturgeon embarked for Fernando Po, in the Palmyra, on the 16th of 
December. A meeting was held on the 2nd of December at Waltham Abbey, of which 
town he was a native, his father being a deacon of the baptist church there, and where both 
Mr. and Mrs. Sturgeon were baptized, to commend him to God and give him an opportu- 
nity to bid his relatives and neighbours farewell. After prayer by Mr. Stanger, Mr. 
Brawn of Loughton addressed the audience, received Mr. Sturgeon’s account of the steps 
by which he was led to his present undertaking, and the motives by which he was induced 
to engage in it, and then commended him and his dear coinpanion to the care of the Al- 
mighty. Mr. Hargreaves gave him a charge, founded on Heb. x1. 8, “ And he went out 
not knowing whither he went ;” and Mr. Tinson, from Jamaica, delivered an address on 
missions in general, with special reference to Jamaica and Western Africa. 

On the following Lord’s day evening, Mr. Sturgeon delivered a parting sermon. The 
chapel was again filled, and great interest was excited; and on the next evening, a special 
prayer meeting being held, the vestries were crowded, and Mr. Saffery delivered an address 
on the operations and success of the baptist missions, which appeared to make a deep im- 
pression, 


; 


FOR JANUARY, 1842. ; 


AT 


ARRIVAL OF MR. ELLIS. 


Mr. Ellis arrived from Calcutta on the 2nd of December. 


His health had improved on 


the voyage, and we are happy to add that since his return it has made an encouraging 


progress towards recovery. 


LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES. 


EAST INDIES.—Caleutta, J. Thomas, 
15 and 16 Sept., October, 1841.—J. Wenger, 
14 Oct.—G. Pearce, 15 Oct.—Serampore, J. 
Marshman, 16 Oct.—Patna, H. Beddy, 14 
Sept. 


Taylor, 5 Oct.—Falmouth, United Mission- 
aries, 6 Oct.; W. Knibb, 9 Oct.—Man- 
chioneel, J. Kingdon, 28 Oct.—Lucea, E. J. 
Francies, 21 Oct.— Mount Charles, W. 
Whitehorne, 19 Oct.—St. Ann’s Bay, T. F. 
Abbott, 6 Oct.; B. Millard, 14 Oct.—Be- 


thany, H. J. Dutton, 11 Oct. 
SAMARANG.—G. Bruckner, 28 July. |” z 


— 


WESTERN AFRICA.—Fernando Po, 
J. Clarke, 7 June, 7 and 28 Aug.; Dr. Prince, 
24 Aug. 


WEST INDIES. 
JAMAICA.—Kingston, 8, Oughton, 30 
Sept.—Port Maria, D. Day, 13 Oct.—Je- 
richo, J. Merrick, 15 Oct.—Spanish Town, 
J. M. Philippo, 29 Oct.—Mandeville, J. 
Williams, 30 Sept.—Old Harbour, H. C. 


SOUTH AFRICA.—Graham’s Town, G. 
Aveline, 19 June. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to Rev. D. Douglas, of Hamsterley, for 
15 copies of his Work on the Office of an Evangelist; to Friends at Norwich, fora trunk 
of useful articles for India ; to Rev. J. George and friends at Harlington, for a box of useful 
and fancy articles for Rev. W, Knibb. 

Mr. Dendy wishes thankfully to acknowledge a donation of 10/. for schools, from the Ne- 
gto’s Friend Society, by Miss Stacey. 


SALE OF THE HERALD. 


The Friends of the Society will learn with pleasure, that since Tux Herat has been enlarged 
in size, and sold, instead of being gratuitously distributed, the circulation has considerably in- 
creased. It must, however, be understood that the very low price put upon the publication does not 
defray the cost, and therefore thut the exertions of our friends are needed to increase the sale. It is 
trusted that they will willingly employ their efforts; and thus, while indirectly arding the funds 
of the Mission, promote an interest in its welfare by extending more widely a knowledge of the 
proceedings of the Society. The use of the Herald in Sunday Schools as a Reward Book is sug- 
gested as a desirable mode of promoting the object, and increasing the interest of the children in 
missionary operations. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 


Subscriptions. 
£ s. d. 
Bailey, G. Esq. (addl.) 1 1 0 
Kemp, G. T. Esq..--s ae ee teh) 
Donattons. 
A Friend, by Rev. J. 

Angus ...c.00- ee! Pe 
Collins, W. Esq...-..-. 50 0 0 
Collected by the Rev. 

P. J. Saffery, for Ja- 

maica Schools ....+.. 35 0 0 
Gurney, Jos. Esq. T. 5 5 0 
Kitson, G. Esq.....-5.. 5 0 0 
BE, Bececcactass ces Gu O70 
Sellar, Mr. A., weekly 

subs. for Africa ... 116 0 
Wilson, Mra. Broadley 30 0 0 


X. Y. Z., after reading 
J.J. Gurney’s Book. 15 0 0 
Young Gentlemen at Mr. 
Player’s Academy, for 
ASTiCA.seveesecess 0 8" 0 


LONDON AUXILIARY. 
Maze Pond collection.. 6 6 0 
New Park-street, Tea- 

meeting .c.ssscsseoee 6 0 7 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE. 


Amersham ..oocsssssss 1 1 0 


CuMBERLAND. 
Maryport ....seccscco 1618 6 
Whitehaven ....... A a ee) 


Durwam. 


Bishops’ Auckland .... 
Darlington .....s+e..06 
Daorham ...,.. 
Hamsterley ..... \. 
Monkwearmouth ...... 

Stockton-on-Tees,,.... 

Sunderland ......se00. 2 


Awewarphnv 
— 
2 
Qaracco- 


HamPsHIRE. 
Fosbury and Luggers- 


al eseatanesaeedvene e110, 40 
Romsey— 
A. M. for Jamaica 
ISERDOIS nas aon was Por bee ha |) 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 
ROA Saviewes sastsbesrss 22.16 1) 


Do. Africa sessecseces 110° 0 


In list of contributions for debt from Eagle Street, in the last ann 


“Mr. Merrett 5/1.” read “ Mr. Merrett 151.”; and instead of sundry sums “201. 18s. 7d.,’* 


read ‘101. 18s, 7d.” 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Mission 
received by the Treasurer or Secretary, at the Mission-House, 
London: in Edinburgh, by the Rev. Christopher Anderson, or H. D. Dickie 
Glaszow, by Mr. Joseph Swan ; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq., : 
Baptist Mission-Press, Calcutta, by the Rev. J. Thomas; at Kingston 
Joshua Tinson ; and at New York, United States, by W. Colgate, Esq. 


of November, 1841. 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 
£8. a. 
Tring, by Mr H. Killen 10 0 0 

KEnrT. 
Wrotham— 

Mr. T. Tamblyn .... 5 0 0 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Heston. veaseseovsnans nl Oey ane § 
Do. Sabbath School... 0 5 4 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 


Mr. J. Smith, Horton, 
near Hackleton, for 


AfTCOicesecrviacasvad, 2 OG 
NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Alnwick, jcssseseceves 10 10 0 
Hexham .ccccssvcvesss 3°95 8 

Newcastle— 
J.C. Lamb, Esq. .esc2. 1 1 
Subscriptions and do- 

nations by Rey. P. 

Dei Satery desceens Ghote. 0 
Tuthill Stairs........ 8 8 6 
Newecourt Chapel.... 53 19 2 

Rowley, Broomley, &c. 27 18 0 
Shields, North .,...... 11 17 0 
Shotly Field ..se..eee. 6 2 6 
NoTrinGHaM. 
Carlton-le-Moreland ... 2 2 6 
Collingham .....6...4+ +30 2 0 
LiOSCe\canveamesedncacte Loe? 
Nottingham ...esse+00-103 2 2 
NEWarke \Vecdsccss neces SLL © 
Sutton Ashfield........ 015 0 
Swanwick and Riddings 5 2 8 
Woodbro’ & Calverton... 1 2 2 
OXFORDSHIRE, 
Banbury— 
Batt inven Society 
for Jamaica Schools 3 0 0 
Wootton, by Rey. C. 
Darkin j.ccsrvsecoss O16 O 
SHROPSHIRE. 
Broseleyne ces sue mae 115 0 
Colebrook Dale........ 5 0 6 
Donnington Wood .... 2 2 6 
Oswestry fons secsscaee LOMO LU 
Shiffnal ...... 311 4 
Shrewsbury ...........- 29 10 0 
Do. for Africa....... 010 0 
Wellington,....,...... 30 0 0 
Whitchurch. ........+6. 20 0 0 


ERRATUM. 


STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Ra. Oe 
Burton on Trent ...... 1212 5 
Hanley Sttetntecsseat a 2 le 
Burslem ...+eccccceess 5 7 


SurroLk. 


Wickham Brook— 
Bazaar, by Mrs.Browne 10 0 0 


WARWICKSHIRE. 
Birmingham— 
Public meeting .... 
Cannon-street ...+....L10 
Do. Sunday School 4 11 
Do. for Africa..... 22 3 


= 


SCRMBOHGARPSCCHNORNSCOONONOCKHWH 


Do. for Africa..... 6 1 
Do. Sunday School. 9 0 
0. T... 0 15 
Graham-street ...... 30 7 
Do. for debt ....... 10 0 
if 

0 

5 


_ 


Newhall-street ....... 4 

Heneage-street «4.0... 8 
Bridgnorth,...... eevee 29 
Brettle-lane . 
Cradley .....s00 
Coventry 1... s1c0scc0ec U5 
Darkhouse ..scccseeee 
Dudley viscesiscccesses AU 
Netherton ‘sacs. asides cemys 
Providence Chapel .... 
Summer-hill ...,...... 
Stourbridge .. 
Walsall.... . 
Willenhall. cavaee secre 


3 
6 0 
8 
0 


YORKSHIRE. 


Hull, on account........ 50 0 O 
Leeds, by the Rev. P. 


J. Saffery ....se.s00e 310 0 


SOUTH WALES. 


Pembrokeshire ........335 2 4 
FOREIGN. 
Jamaica— 
Balance for debt .... 20 0 O 
Rio Bueno, for Africa 30 0 0 
Jericho, &c. do...100 0 0 
Salter’s Hill and Beth- 
tephil .......do....11 0 0 
Kingston, Canada...... 5610 0 
Rotterdam— 
Mr. Jas. Hosken.... 010 0 


ual report, instead of 


ary Society will be thankfully 
6, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street, 


Esq. ; in 
Camden-street ; at the 
, Jamaica, by the Rev. 
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WE make no apology for inserting the 
following letters of Mr. Mulhern, who is 
Stationed at Conlig. Though they are 
long, we trust they will be attentively 
read. To his appeal on behalf of his 
chapel, in the second letter, particular 
attention is requested. The Society has 
never appropriated any part of its funds 
to the building of places of worship. 
It is not inacondition to do so. Yet 
it is obvious that in many cases, if no 
such places are obtained, it were an al- 
most useless thing, especially in the 
winter months, to direct our brethren to 
preach. They will not be able, as op- 
position arises, to fulfil our directions. 
What else can the Committee do than 
urge such appeals as those our brother 
now presents ? 

The Secretary has received, in addi- 
tion to what Mr. Mulhern mentions, 
some five or six pounds, contributed in 
small sums from various sources; among 
which are, Rey. E. Steane and friends, 
£1, Rev. R. W. Overbury and friends, 
£1. He will be exceedingly happy at 
being made the medium of communica- 
tion for the whole or any part of the 
£180 that is still wanted. 

We regret to observe in Mr. Mulhern’s 
letters, that unseemly and violent oppo- 
sition is not confined to those from 
whom we have been wont to expect it. 
Surely dear Christian friends will not 
render it necessary for our brother to 
abandon ground he has sought to culti- 
vate when he found it lying waste. 


Mr. Muruern writes to the Secretary, 
under date of Oct. 29 :— 


It is now six months since the Lord first 
directed my way to B—— M , a place 
sixteen or eighteen miles from this; where 
there is reason to believe my visits haye been 
made useful. For the first three or four times 
I visited the place, the gospel, without refer- 
ence to any party or denominational peculi- 
arities, was preached, as the Lord gave 
ability, to good congregations. In my pri- 
vate intercourse, however, with the people, I 
was occasionally led into conversation on the 
ordinance of baptism, our views of church go- 
vernment, &c. Our views on these subjects 
were quite new here, as it is probable a baptist 
had never preached in that neighbourhood 
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before. A few, who professed to have profited 
less or more by my preaching, thought they 
should examine the scriptures on the subjects 
on which we differed. The result was, an 
increasing conviction that infant baptism is 
not to be found in the scriptures. Among 
the number thus convinced were three young 
men educated for the presbyterian ministry, 
of excellent character, and well, very well, 
acquainted with the scriptures; one is a son of 
the late minister of the place. They submit- 
ted their opinions to their respective minis- 
ters, who endeavoured in vain to quiet their 
minds; and, having good libraries, and the be- 
nefit of a classical education, they examined 
for themselves, and freely expressed their new 
formed opinions to their friends; and, as 
they were supposed to be well qualified to 
give an opinion, and as their expectation of 
rising to the ministry in their own connexion 
was now, as in an instant, abandoned, the 
matter gained considerable attention. The 
next time I came to the place, I found that 
the use of the house (through, I believe, the 
influence of the ministers) in which I used to 
preach, was to be denied me in future. Many 
good people were dissatisfied with this pro- 
ceeding, and for that time obtained the use 
of another house in the neighbourhood, where 
IT addressed an attentive congregation of be- 
tween two and three hundred persons, on the 
great truths of the gospel, still avoiding any 
thing of a controversial nature. 

A few days after, I had a pleasing letter 
from one of the young men referred to above, 
in which he says, “ It would be difficult, dear 
Sir, to attempt to describe the spirit of in- 
quiry and state of excitement manifested 
here since your last visit. Our minister, the 
Rev. Mr. D., is about shortly to preach on 
baptism, and some of the people, I under- 
stand, are about to request the Rev. Mr. H. 
to come and oppose you the next time you 
come. With regard to my own views on the 
subject, at present I must say that the longer 
I consider the matter in a prayerful spirit, the 
more am I convinced that infant baptism is 
not to be found in the word of God.” Having 
then mentioned some sacrifices that he will 
be called upon to make in the event of fol- 
lowing the convictions of his mind in this re- 
spect, he adds, “I intend shortly (God en- 
abling me) to present myself a candidate for 
Christian baptism. When, convinced as I 
am, I consider such language as this, ‘ Why 
tarriest thou?’ I feel it to be my indispens- 
able duty to make a public acknowledgment 
of my faith in the Lord Jesus before the 
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world. Our communion draws nigh, before 
you come again, and how to act on this oc- 
casion-I am verily at a loss; whether to 
state publicly my reasons for withdrawing, or 
to retire privately. Oh, dear Sir, let your 
prayers ascend to heaven on my behalf, that 
Lt may have divine direction.” I answered 
the letter, and the day before yesterday I had 
another interesting communication from the 
same person, in which, after referring to my 
letter, he says, “It was the means, under 
God, of giving me to see clearer both as to 
the ordinances of my Redeemer and also my 
duty at the present crisis. I shall say nothing 
about my baptism till you come over, as we 
expect you shortly. I trust that the God of 
all grace will enable me and others here to 
act in accordance with his inspired word, 
and that the fear of man will not prevent it.” 
I expect, God willing, to preach at this place 
on next Monday eyening. I hope the Lord 
will give strength and wisdom, and promote 
his own glorious cause. 


Again, under date of Noy, 25 :— 


At Conlig, where I continue to preach 
three times a week, the congregation continues 
to wear an increasingly encouraging aspect. 
Allow me here to remark, that the Presby- 
terian synod of Ards haye lately appointed 
eight of their ablest ministers to preach alter- 
nately at Conlig every Lord’s-day evening ; 
and you will no doubt feel surprised when I 
inform you that their object in adopting this 
measure is to endeayour to draw over to 
themselves our congregation,— and in the 
eyent of succeeding, to build a meeting-house 
early in spring in Conlig. Our congregation, 
however, has actually increased and become 
more steady since they commenced coming. 
Notwithstanding the novelty of a new or 
strange minister coming on every occasion, 
we have generally about four times as many 
persons at the same time. 

I have preached twice, as usual, last month 
at B , and also at D , and have been 
encouraged by indications of usefulness at 
each of these stations. I have also visited 
L— twice, a town eight miles from B 
with five thousand inhabitants,— where I 
endeavoured to effect an opening for regular 
preaching, which I hope I shall be able to 
accomplish through the influence and kind 
exertion of a gentleman belonging to our 
own denomination, a Scotchman, now residing 
there, and who seems truly anxious for the 
extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom. He 
kindly entertained me at his house, and offers 
me every assistance in his power. There was 
formerly a baptist church in this town, but 
it has not been in existence for the last twenty 
years. I preached twice in the baptist chapel 
in Belfast last Lord’s-day to good congrega- 
tions. Our friends here, who are anxious to 
have me to visit them often, engaged the Rev, 
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Mr. Douglas (Indep.) to come and supply 
for me on this occasion at Conlig, &c. The 
little church in Belfast has been long destitute 
of a pastor, while they are now anxious to 
obtain one if they could. I understand there 
are many baptists in principle scattered 
among the other denominations in the town, 
and I doubt not that a suitable person, by the 
blessing of God, would very soon succeed in 
collecting together a flourishing church. Can- 
not our denomination supply with a minister 
this large and prosperous town, the mart of 
Ulster, and the Athens of Ireland ? 

I mentioned B M in my last. TI 
have been there since. When I reached the 
neighbourhood on the evening appointed for 
preaching, I was informed by some of my 
friends, that one of the ministers, a few 
days before, had been preaching on the ordi- 
nance of baptism, and had occupied most of 
his time in ridiculing and defaming the ana- 
baptists, as he called them. My friends in- 
timated that it would be dangerous for me to 
attempt preaching that evening. However, 
believing that I was in the path of duty, and 
looking up for divine protection, I came to 
the place appointed, which was a large farm- 
er’s barn, where I found more than two hun- 
dred persons assembled. This number so 
crowded the place, that a penny piece could 
hardly fall to the ground. After I had been 
speaking about twenty minutes, the meeting 
was partially interrupted by a mob that ga- 
thered about the house, a few of whom got in, 
missiles were thrown towards where I stood, 
and soon a number of persons rushed in at the 
door and extinguished the lights. I, however, 
succeeded in getting out to the street without 
any serious injury. We had clear moonshine, 
and I commenced to address the people in 
the street and remonstrate with them, but 
the mob appeared so violent that I had to 
leave off, and some friends conducted me to 
my lodging, which, thank God, I reached in 
safety. Many persons in this neighbourhood 
profess to have benefited by my preaching 
here occasionally for the last six months, and 
seven or eight have declared that they see it 
to he their duty to be baptized, after the ex- 
ample and according to the command of their 
Lord. This is the sole cause of the attack,— 
as it was thought the most effectual way to 
prevent this heresy from spreading would be 
to preyent me from coming in future to the 
neighbourhood. But I hope the enemy will 
fail in effecting this, I have had several let- 
ters from my friends there since, and they 
inform me that what happened is likely very 
much to.advance, instead of retarding the pro- 
gress of truth in the neighbourhood. They 
expect to be able to procure a place for me 
to preach in as usual ; and if so, I have pro- 
mised, God willing, to go again. Error 
may struggle hard, and in dying make a 


desperate effort, but truth will in the end 
triumph, 
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It is now more than six months since 
our Conlig chapel case was laid before the 
Christian public. It was strongly recom- 
mended by all the Baptist ministers, I believe, 
in Ireland, and by the baptist Irish Society. 
Three hundred post-paid circulars were sent 
to as many churches in England, asking their 
benevolent aid ; but though six months have 
elapsed, little more than £20 haye been 
yet obtained from England ; £10 have been 
contributed by friends in Belfast, who, from 
their intimate knowledge of the case, see that 
it is indispensable to our success to have a 
house presently erected; about £10 more 
have been obtained from other friends in 
Ireland, including £1 10s. received last week 
from Mr. Hardcastle, of Waterford. The 
whole cost of the projected chapel, including 
purchase-money for the site, Kc., is estimated 
at about £240, of which £180 is yet wanted ! 
The work was commenced four months ago, in 
hope that the friends of the Redeemer would, 
by their kind contributions, enable us to pro- 
ceed ; but we soon had to suspend the work, 
andin this stateit remains. Our church of thirty- 
five members, and congregation of one hun- 
dred and twenty, owe their very existence, as 
such, under God, to the good people of Eng- 
land. I have often told the people here, 
when they have been ready to despond, that 
the people who have, for the last twenty-seven 
years, done so much through the medium of 
the Baptist Irish Society for poor Ireland, 
will not leave them to scatter for want of a 
house in which to worship God. 

Dear Christian friends, what shall I now 
say to this people in your name ? Shall I tell 
them that sixteen or seventeen hundred bap- 
tist churches in England, &c., are not ad/e, or 
not willing, to assist them in building this little 
chapel? No, I shall say neither ; for I be- 
lieve you are, notwithstanding your numerous 
demands, both able and willing. Permit me, 
dear friends, to ask another question—Do 
you wish me to abandon my sphere of labour, 
and leave five important stations unoccupied, 
while I come over to England to make per- 
sonal application for aid? J am sure you 
will not advise to this. What, then, is to be 
done? May God put it into the hearts of 
some of his people, to whom he has given the 
means, to consider this case ! 


An esteemed agent of the Society also 
writes to the Secretary, under date of 
Deers -— 


According to a previous engagement, I went 
to one of those stations, to speak of “ Jesus 
and the resurrection.” And although, for 
sufficient reasons, I had not been there for a 
length of time, yet I found the people unusually 
attentive during the services ; and when all 
was over, I had my soul refreshed by a con- 
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yersation with a number of them, who re- 
mained to make arrangements for visiting 
there once a month. Fearing lest the school- 
house would not be continued to us, three or 
four of them, almost with one mouth, said 
that their own houses were open to me as 
long as I pleased, in case this one should be 
shut. Although there were about thirty per- 
sons present, which was more than I expect- 
ed, some of them lamented that I had “so 
few,” and hoped-that “ the smallness of the 
congregation this evening” would “not pre- 
vent my coming again.” A very intelligent 
and respectable-looking young man, with 
whom I had some. profitable conversation, 
said, “I am sure there will be a good many 
more on the next evening ; none of the peo- 
ple where I live heard of this appointment ; 
and I know they will gladly embrace such an 
opportunity when they hear of it.”’ 

The gospel appears to produce much fruit 
at C , a most interesting station which I 
occupy monthly, and of which you are fre- 
quently hearing. On the 24th ult. I visited 
them, and had upwards of sixty people hear- 
ing me, with the deepest attention, read and 
expound a portion of the word of God (2 
Kings v.): I am much encouraged by the 
effects which are beginning to flow from the 
truth here. Those who came to hear at the 
first continue steady in their attendance, and 
every succeeding evening presents some new 
hearers, greedily drinking in the word of life. 
One very respectable man,—who, till lately, 
was a staunch Presbyterian, but for a short 
time past a regular attendant on Mr. C.’s 
preaching, and who, with his wife, comes 
constantly to my meetings here,—after I 
concluded on the above evening requested 


‘to “have the favour of the meeting at” his 


“house next evening;” another, after in- 


quiring affectionately about my health, which 
he understood was poorly, said, “I am glad 
to see you, and to hear from you such blessed 
and comforting expressions.” I remarked 
that I hoped the Lord would bless his own 
word. “It is quite plain,” he replied, “ that 
he is doing so already, most abundantly.” It 
is not long since this man could hardly be 
prevailed on to come to the meeting even for 
once. He is now regular in his attendance, 
and I hope, in some measure, he benefits by 
the word of the Lord. Thus far, dear 
brother, the gospel appears to “have free 
course, and is glorified.” May it go on 
till the “ little leaven shall leaven the whole 
lump.” May our gracious Lord pour out his 
best blessings on these feeble efforts, and 
make known “the unsearchable riches of 
Christ” to all who attend. 

The following case, which I met in my 
visits on the 10th ult., is a lamentable picture 
of human depravity, and teaches the neces- 
sity of such agency as your Society affords, 
eyen in this highly privileged district. 
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In one of the houses in which I called 
were, lying on a miserable bed, two wretched 
creatures, father and son, suffering in the 
severest manner from the same disease. And 
the loathsomeness of their bodies, though 
almost beyond description, is hardly an em- 
blem of the wretchedly blind and ignorant 
state of their souls. Although they are 
Presbyterians, I do not remember meeting 
with more complete ignorance of the charac- 
ter of God, the nature of sin, or the way in 
which guilt can be removed. And what 
makes this the more solemn is, the father of 
this very man, who, with his son, is so igno- 
rant, was, for many years before his death, a 
member of the church of Christ at T-——, 
and bore a consistent character from the time 
he professed the gospel. 

l could not get any thing from them re- 
specting their hope. And when I began to 
question them pointedly, the old man became 
quite uneasy, and would toss his head to and 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


fro on the bolster, as if indicating his disap- 
probation of the liberty I was taking. I 
could not get him to speak; and when I 
asked the young man if he thought he had 
ever done any thing to make him worthy of 
the wrath of God, he aroused himself, and 
with great emphasis said, “ No, then, I’m 
sure I never did.” After laying before him 
the account which God gives in the scriptures 
of this matter, I inquired if he knew how 
such a God could pardon sin. With a very 
significant turn of the eye, and a most in- 
different tone of voice, he said, “ That’s @ 
point, then, I’m not acquainted with.” When 
T asked them if I might pray for them, the 
old man said, “ You may, if you please.” 
After promising to call at some future time, 
I left them, solemnly meditating on that say- 
ing of holy writ, “Lord, what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him, or the son of man, 
that thou visitest him ?” 
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QUARTERLY REGISTER. 


Fee 
Howden, Mr....... Fo Cee Fea OUID 
Tones, Rey. Wo. cccourssnsse rie 0 10 
Kery, Mir. dis tetiactactauvet acres 0 5 
Lantie, Dy .<:.scesssccceeaareeeres 0 5 
Mieppett, IMir.5..eccessteudes clones ase 0 10 
Purdie, Dries osssccconcecateenseaeien 0 6 
Robertson, Mr, Ji... csu<cssteaesens 010 
Rose, Mr....ccsesae eet Dvd, 
Stepbenson, Mr, R...... s.r OntO 
Scott, Mr. Alexander.........04++ 0 5 
Shaw) Mit sccscesenaxcedven tena meereed 0) 15 
Scott, Mrs, Hod. feessnsvanetsee wi OVEO 
Snody,.. Mie: Agt. ttsice antes snkee OR 3G 
Wilson, WVitinderacecnceine teamed 0 5 
W eymiss, Mrs......2.4s-c0kscvsneued 10 
Mignone Vic Acrscsartestaas Seon tte 3! 
Faikirk— ; 
Collection ........+ wedavecsueneganeie By0 
Glasgow— 
Collection, Hope Street.......... wLaeO 
Collection, George Place........- 4 5 
Collection, Dr. King’s ...........- 3 17 
Collection, Portland Street...... Qa 2 
Ainsworth, WMiss:.,...dvdccssssreees 1 0 
Barr; MriiJi Creseatecesetesacasaste a it 9) 
Blyth, Mr. J. S.cce.- 200 16 
Cameron, Mr. D, A.... ke 1 
Duncan, dVing Ard ncisesteccsss 1 10 
isch aemeeree s aisonsacse ciayedodeee ser .0: 
Oswald) Missito.csccccucescussesete 3 0 
inith, Ivins Ly ees Peeceee tate rritts al} 
Wilson, Mr. S.........+++ aoe deig onl) 
Swan, Vine eccsae aids cass oes 1 0 
Greenock— 
Collection ...... sveccusuvaccewenseetee 1 16 
Boyd, Mr. W.... “20 aLO 
Dowie, Mr. Eee settee 0 10 
Trvine— 
Collection .........+..- a fork Leb: 
Wallace, Minit... csssccssetcszetey 0 5 
Watt, IMirth.ccoschictsecesacecvanen 0 10 
‘Kirkaldy— . 
Collection, ..;.:.s0s<<2 desiazeenetn ae 3 10 
Largo— 
Collection: .:333..0s7<205easerunsaees Oy, 
Montrose— 
Collection....... sastagervecsesien ee ot 0 
Paisley — 
Collectionycs2.vcsteseeces tesa 2 0 
Perth— 
Collection.s:...tscssseeetseiseeeeanas 7 16 
Sterling — 
Cole ctioni:sste. ses ccevsesarereetiene « 60 
Saltcouts— 
Collection -<:scsscc!sereredscdccconees 0 10 
Tullimett— 
Collection ccecesceees seer 3 15 


John Haddon, Printer, Castle Street, Finsbury. 
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gratefully received on behalf of the Society, by the 
Finsbury Square; or by the Secretary, the Rev. S. J. 


ele yeti’ 


